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Please

 Mute your phone, microphone, and speakers on your computer/device

 Enter your name/organization in the chat box feature for attendance

 We encourage active participation via Chat or audio

 Submit questions via the chat box feature

 Questions will be answered as submitted

 Unmute yourself to ask question and participate in discussions

Time to ask questions via audio will be offered for those on the phone

 *6 - Toggle mute/un-mute

 *9 - Toggle raise/lower hand





AGENDA

Chat with a Pharmacist -
addressing obesity medications 
and the PA process:

•What can providers do to make it easier to 
get medications approved

•Good documentation is needed and what 
are the typical criteria to note to support 
approval

•Any pitfalls that make it difficult



Weight Loss Drug PA Process

• Typical issues we see:

➢ Ozempic and Victoza being ordered instead of Wegovy and Saxenda

➢ Lacking updated labs (ie A1C), which may be helpful getting approval

➢ Incorrect information about coverage with manufacturer coupons

➢ Weight loss drugs are plan exclusion under a lot of plans and are never covered under Medicare Part D and Medicaid

❖ Medicaid there are no options

❖ Medicare – we have seen some plans will cover SGL2s without requiring a PA so this is an option.  However the 

dosing for DM is lower than that for Wegovy and Saxenda.

• Helpful documentation:

➢ A1C

➢ Any other medical issues that obesity is contributing to

➢ Initial weight and updates – some insurances will only re-authorize if patient has lost a certain percentage of weight

➢ What has already been tried – diet, exercise, other medications
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Weight Loss Drug PA Process

• Payment Assistance/Alternative Options:

➢ Most plans cover bupropion, naltrexone and topiramate without requiring a PA

➢ Phentermine and the above are all inexpensive with goodrx if needed

➢ Daily Topiramate (Trokendi) is not always covered by insurance without a PA and probably wouldn’t be covered for 

weight loss if a PA is required

➢ Qsymia, Contrave, Wegovy, Saxenda all have manufacturer savings support

➢ Xenical alternative = OTC Alli or can use goodrx

Government paid insurance cannot use manufacturer savings– medicare, Tricare, Medicaid, VA
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Contrave Savings and Support
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Qsymia Savings and Support

• Two Options –

1. Savings Card – if covered by insurance only.  Saves $65 after first $70

2. Qsymia Engage – For $98 get 6 week new patient packs, 6 week titration pack and then all 30-day prescriptions.  Must 

use Medvantx pharmacy
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Saxenda Savings and Support
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Wegovy Savings and Support
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Wegovy Backorder Issues

• Currently Wegovy is experiencing month-long delays or longer 

• Expected to continue until early 2022  

• https://www.novonordisk-us.com/products/product-supply-update.html
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CONTACTS

 Dr. Leigh Perrault -

leigh.perreault@cuanschutz.edu

 Dr. Jodi Holtrop -

jodi.holtrop@cuanschutz.edu

 Dr. Seth Kramer -

erik.kramer@cuanschutz.edu

 Johnny Williams -

johnny.williams@cuanschutz.edu

 Jennifer Halfacre -

jennifer.halfacre@cuanschutz.edu

mailto:leigh.perreault@cuanschutz.edu
mailto:jodi.holtrop@cuanschutz.edu
mailto:erik.kramer@cuanschutz.edu
mailto:johnny.williams@cuanschutz.edu
mailto:jennifer.halfacre@cuanschutz.edu

