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CHA/PA Newsletter

Read on to hear about our new faculty member; learn about recent faculty,
student, and alumni accomplishments, and a recap of our first annual Alumni
awards event and reception in the Spring. Also, RSVP for the CHA/PA Fall Alumni
Reception on Friday, October 24th, 2025; 5 - 7pm at the Wynkoop Brewery.

Recap: 1st Annual CHA/PA
Alumni Awards Ceremony
and Reception

For the first time in CHA/PA

. program history CHA/PA and the CU
Meet new Faculty Member, CHA/PA Alumni Assoaatlon.
partnered to host an Alumni

Rudy Movarek, PA-C Reception and Awards Ceremony at

We are excited to introduce you to our the Curtis Hotel during the AAPA
newest faculty member, Rudy Movarek, annual conference. It was a special
PA-C. Rudy brings a deep background evening of connection and
in hospital medicine and a passion for celebration, where we recognized
education to his new role as a faculty and celebrated our inaugural

file:///C/...ve%20-%20The%20University%200f%20Colorado%20Denver/Desktop/CHAPA%20Early%20Fall%202025%20Newsletter.html[ 10/8/2025 12:16:57 PM]


file:///C/Users/thompsd8/OneDrive%20-%20The%20University%20of%20Colorado%20Denver/Desktop/*|ARCHIVE|*

*MC:SUBJECT|*

file:///C/...ve%20-%20The%20University%200f%20Colorado%20Denver/Desktop/CHAPA%20Early%20Fall%202025%20Newsletter.html[ 10/8/2025 12:16:57 PM]

member. A graduate of the University
of New England’s PA program, Rudy
also completed the Advanced Practice
Fellowship in Hospital Medicine at CU
Anschutz.

His clinical journey has taken him from
Montefiore Hospital in the Bronx to
Denver Health, and most recently to
UCHealth University of Colorado
Hospital. Throughout his career, Rudy
has cherished the opportunity to care
for patients during vulnerable
moments, emphasizing not just
treatment but education, comfort, and
empowerment.

Now transitioning from bedside to
classroom, Rudy is excited to help
shape the next generation of
healthcare professionals. His goal as a
faculty member is to foster a
supportive and challenging learning
environment where CHA/PA students
can discover what becoming a PA truly
means to them.

We are grateful to welcome Rudy to the
CHA/PA program!

CHA/PA Alumni Award Recipients,
Boyd Hammond, PA-C, MPAS, '18
and Linsey Weller, PA-C, '05, and
their remarkable achievements
within the PA profession and their
contributions to CHA/PA. We also
recognized the class of 2005, who
celebrated their 20th anniversary
and welcomed the class of 2025
into our alumni family.

Boyd Hammond was honored with
the Rising Star Award, recognizing
recent graduates who demonstrate
innovation and excellence in clinical
care, education, service, and
leadership. Boyd has worked in
Rheumatology, served as CHA/PA
faculty, helped launch the UC San
Diego PA program as Director of
Admissions and Recruitment, and
now practices in Endocrinology at
CU’s School of Medicine. The award
was presented by fellow CHA/PA
alum—and Boyd’s partner—Kevin
Huynh.

Linsey Weller received the Alumni
Achievement Award for
exemplifying the CHA/PA Program’s
mission through leadership in
clinical care, education, and service.
After working in community clinics
and outpatient pediatrics, she joined
the Pediatric Hospital Medicine team
at Children’s Hospital Colorado in
2016. Now a professor at the CU
School of Medicine, Linsey teaches
in the CHA/PA Program and
develops pediatric curriculum and
simulations. The award was
presented by her classmate and
Assistant Program Director, Tanya
Fernandez.
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This year the School of Medicine
Commencement and CHA/PA
Convocation were held on Monday, May
18th on campus. Our graduates had a
full day, starting with the School of
Medicine Commencement ceremony
followed by the CHA/PA Convocation.
During the School of Medicine
Commencement this year, two of our
Faculty Members were recognized with
awards for excellence in teaching and
leadership. These awards are
meaningful because they celebrate
outstanding contributions in the
university’s core mission areas, and
they also represent the respect and
appreciation of both colleagues and
students.

Jacqueline Sivahop, Ed.D., MS, PA-C,
Child Health Associate/Physician
Assistant Program (Pediatrics) received
the Chancellor's Teaching Recognition
Award. Recipients of this award are
nominated by students and selected by
a committee of students, faculty and
administrators. Tanya L. Fernandez,
MS, PA-C, Child Health
Associate/Physician Assistant Program
(Pediatrics) received the President’s
Excellence in Teaching Award and this
award is selected by graduating
students in each school or college.
Congratulations to both Jacqueline and
Tanya on receiving these exceptional
awards. You can find more about these
awards_here:

We would like to thank the re-
instituted Alumni Council that
played a major role in selecting
these two awardees. We are looking
forward to future opportunities to
celebrate our alumni at the annual
Fall Alumni Reception held at the
Wynkoop.

AAPA 2025 Conference held
in Denver this past Spring

The American Academy of Physician
Associates (AAPA) is the national
professional society for PAs
(physician associates/physician
assistants) and it represents nearly
190,000 PAs across all medical and
surgical specialties in all 50 states,
the District of Columbia, U.S.
territories, and the uniformed
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The CHA/PA Convocation immediately
followed the School of Medicine
Commencement Ceremony and
featured Chair of Pediatrics, Stephen
Daniels, MD, Chosen Speaker, Tanya
Fernandez, MS, PA-C; and Class of
2025 Student Speaker Alex Khoury.
Tanya shared wisdom from the
childhood classics that shaped many of
our students’ stories during PA school
including The Little Engine that Could,
the Saggy Baggy Elephant and the Shy
Little Kitten, to name a few. Alex
Khoury reminded her peers that “The
future of health, equity, and justice
cannot be outsourced; it’s ours to
shape. It is not enough to hope that
someone else will challenge the
system, advocate for the voiceless, or
ignite the next revolution in care. That
charge belongs to us.”

It was a great send-off for the Class of

2025 and we look forward to seeing
where the future takes them!

services. AAPA advocates and
educates on behalf of the profession
and the patients PAs serve.

CHA/PA Faculty Member, Peggy
Walsh Sheryka, PA-C is on the AAPA
Board of Directors, which sets the
strategy for the organization. She
serves as Director/First Vice Speaker
of the House and was very involved
in the planning and execution of the
annual conference held in Denver
this spring. Peggy hosted the
Challenge Bowl and participated in
Project access, held during the
conference. The Challenge Bowl is a
friendly competition among
registered PA student groups
fashioned as a high energy medical
game show. The bowl is both
entertaining and educational, and
we're so proud that the team
representing CHA/PA advanced to
the 2nd round.

Another event held at AAPA was
Project Access. Project Access is a
program where PAs and PA students
visit middle and high schools to talk
to students who are
underrepresented in medicine about
the PA profession. CHA/PA 2nd
year students, Emily Oh and Hannah
Willover, joined Peggy and other
members from the AAPA DElI
committee, PAs for Latino Health




*MC:SUBJECT|*

file:///C/...ve%20-%20The%20University%200f%20Colorado%20Denver/Desktop/CHAPA%20Early%20Fall%202025%20Newsletter.html[ 10/8/2025 12:16:57 PM]

CHA/PA Students awarded two

Prestigious Scholarships
CHA/PA Students Whitney Frasco (PS

-2) and Taylor McNair (PS-3) were
awarded scholarships from CAPA (The
Colorado Academy of PAs) and SPAP
(Society for Physician Assistants in
Pediatrics) respectively.

CAPA awarded two Physician Assistant
students in the state of Colorado
scholarships, based on student's
community service and involvement,
leadership, academic achievement,
goals as a future PA, and a letter of
recommendation. Whitney Frasco was
one of these awardees. Whitney
graduated summa cum laude with a BS
in Neuroscience from Regis University
and was involved in community
initiatives such as Meals on Wheels,
Newborns in Need and as a mentor for
the Denver Health Healthcare Interest
Program. Prior to PA school she was a
Certified Clinical Medical Assistant at
Denver Health

During PA school, Whitney is involved
in the longitudinal clinical placement at
Denver Health, is a Silver Society
Officer and Class of 2027 Curriculum
Committee Representative. Her
interest in providing LGBTQIA+ safe
and gender-affirming care in the future
further highlights her commitment to
serving diverse and vulnerable
communities.

and the African Heritage PA Caucus
at West High School to talk about
the PA profession and share more
about personal journeys to
becoming a PA.

TR,

Having the annual AAPA National
Conference in Denver this year has
been an amazing experience. From

the 1st CHA/PA Annual Award
Ceremony to the Medical Challenge
Bowl to Project Access, this AAPA
conference has been one for the
books and our faculty and students
were able to take part in the
educational experience, networking
and community service offered at a
premiere national conference such
as AAPA.

|

&ZHA/PA Alumna Candace
Bassett received the United
Hero Award

Earlier this year, Candace Bassett,
Class of 2018, received the United
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Our 2nd scholarship awardee this
summer was PA-S3, Taylor McNair.
Taylor was selected for one of the SPAP
scholarships. Taylor’s feature included
this description: Taylor's passion for
pediatrics is evident. During her
undergraduate studies, she helped
organize character visits for pediatric
patients, their siblings, and
underserved children; and even in the
midst of PA school, she volunteers with
an after-school organization leading
science activities for young students.
Taylor desires to be a pediatric primary
care PA with the goal of developing
trusting, long-term relationships with
her patients. She not only wants to care
for children in her job as a PA but also
to use her spare time to mentor
students and participate in community
outreach.

Congratulations to both Whitney and
Taylor! We are so proud of you and

look forward to the continued impact
you will have on your future patients.

RSVP for the Fall Alumni
Reception at the Wynkoop

Please join the CHA/PA Program and
the CHA/PA Alumni Association at the
annual Fall Reception for an evening of
enjoyment and catching up with your
classmates on Friday, October 24,
2025 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Hero Award. This award
acknowledges healthcare providers
who consistently go above and
beyond to deliver exceptional care.
It's based on feedback from their
patients, highlighting the significant
impact these providers have on
those they serve.

Candace was in the top 10% for
positive patient experience
responses in 2024 and was even the
#1 rated APC for all of Optum
Colorado clinics for the 2nd quarter
of 2024. Candace has worked in
family medicine since graduating
from CHAPA in 2018 and continues
to enjoy building long-lasting
relationships with her patients of all
ages.

Congratulations, Candace! Your
CHA/PA family is proud of you.

T e 5‘; H". s
Welcome to the Class of
2028!

The Class of 2028 officially began
the Summer Immersion semester on
July 1, 2025! A few impressive
statistics of the Class of 2028 are
below:

We received a total of 2155
applications for the 2024-2025
admission cycle.
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Wynkoop Brewing Company - The
Mercantile Room
1634 18th St., Denver, CO

We’ll also celebrate our 2025 Alumni
Award Honorees — a special
recognition of their achievements and
impact.

You can register at this link:

We look forward to seeing you there!

0—0
oooo
Dooo

First Admissions Information
Session of the Fall

CHA/PA is kicking off our Admissions
Information Sessions for 2025-2026
on Friday, November 14th from 1 -
3pm MST via Zoom.

Please share this information with
anyone that may be interested in the

CHA/PA program or the PA profession.

Those interested can register at this
link:

Average Cumulative GPA:

3.78 (range 3.29-4.00)

Average Science GPA: 3.73 (range
3.04-4.00)

Median Hours of Experience
Shadowing—69

Patient hours—2200
Health-related—738
Volunteer—270

Residency

Colorado - 20

Out of State - 24

States represented include:
California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho,
Kentucky, Massachusetts, Montana,
New Mexico, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas,
Utah, Vermont, Wisconsin, Wyoming

This group had a full summer with
block led by Program Director,
Jonathan Bowser, MS, PA-C and
Faculty Member, Jacqueline Sivahop,
Ed.D., MS, PA-C. Summer Block was
filled with orientation and weekly
topics including basic science,
anatomy, dehydration, pain, fever
and fatigue. As in years past, Dave
the Minion, came in for his annual
well child check the last week of
block. The end of Summer block
was capped off by the White Coat
Ceremony. The Class of 2028 was
joined by a few hundred friends and
family that gathered to see them
receive their White Coats and listen
to guidance and encouragement
from Associate Dean, Shanta
Zimmer, MD, Faculty Member, Kate
LaPorta, MHS, PA-C and Jacqueline
Sivahop, Ed.D., MS, PA-C. It was an
amazing afternoon filled with good
cookies, sunshine, family and
friends.
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We’re thrilled to welcome them and
look forward to the impact they’ll
make in our program, the
community, and the PA profession.

.

Charlotte Young (class of
2022) appointed to SPAP
Board of Directors

CHA/PA alumna, Charlotte (formerly
Tippitt) Young, MPAS, PA-C is now
on the Board of Directors for the
Society for PAs in Pediatrics (SPAP)
as Member at Large. SPAP is a non-
profit specialty organization of
AAPA and was created for PAs, PA
residents & students, affiliate &
associate individuals who share a
common interest in the art of
pediatric medicine.

Charlotte is a graduate of the class
of 2022 and currently holds the
position of Member-at-Large. With
a strong passion for pediatric care,
she currently works in the division
of pediatric gastroenterology,
hepatology, and nutrition at
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta in
Atlanta, Georgia. Charlotte is
involved in professional groups,
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Have an ldea
for our
Newsletter?

We love to hear from
our alumni that are
doing unique things in
the PA field. If you are
interested in being a
part of a future alumni
spotlight in our
newsletter, please email
pa-
info@ucdenver.edu and
we will follow-up with
you.

such as the Georgia Association of
Physician Assistants (GAPA) and the
American Academy of Physician
Assistants (AAPA) and enjoys
serving as a mentor to pre-PA
students through these

Interested in
precepting
CHA/PA
students?

There are so many
advantages to
training our next
generation of PA
students. If you are
considering being a
preceptor to CHA/PA
students check out
this area of our
website Preceptor
section and contact
us today!

Contact Information:

CHA/PA Program
Mail Stop F543

organizations.

Congratulations to Charlotte on this
prestigious appointment.

T

. Job Listings!

Do you know that we
have an active job
listings page on our
website? If you are
looking for a new
opportunity, you can
find job listings on the
Alumni webpage.

If you have an open PA
position in your
practice, we are happy
to post the listing to our
website. Email pa—
info@ucdenver.edu to
add a listing to

our website.

13001 E. 17th Place, Room E7019
Aurora, Colorado 80045
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Phone: (303) 724-7963; Fax: (303) 724-1350

Email: PA-info@ucdenver.edu

office at PA-Info@ucdenver.edu so that we can keep in

MOVING? NEW CONTACT INFORMATION? Please email the ||L—.|
touch with you!!

Child Health Associate /
Physician Assistant Program

unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

file:///C/...ve%20-%20The%20University%200f%20Colorado%20Denver/Desktop/CHAPA%20Early%20Fall%202025%20Newsletter.html[ 10/8/2025 12:16:57 PM]


mailto:PA-info@ucdenver.edu
https://medschool.cuanschutz.edu/physician-assistant-program
mailto:PA-Info@ucdenver.edu
file:///C/Users/thompsd8/OneDrive%20-%20The%20University%20of%20Colorado%20Denver/Desktop/*|UNSUB|*
file:///C/Users/thompsd8/OneDrive%20-%20The%20University%20of%20Colorado%20Denver/Desktop/*|UPDATE_PROFILE|*

	Local Disk
	*|MC:SUBJECT|*


