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University of Colorado
Physical Therapy Program

Benchmarks for CE III/Pre-graduation Phase of the internship (Complete Checklist on page 2 of this document) A plan will be put in place if benchmarks are not met when expected.

Reference used: Fitzgerald LM, Delitto A, Irrgang JJ. Validation of the clinical internship evaluation tool. Phys Ther. 2007;87:844-860.

By the End of Month 1:

· Consistently demonstrates appropriate safe and professional behavior, including initiative and responsibility for own learning.

· Demonstrates progress with critical reasoning and decisions about patient/client management (examination, evaluation, diagnosis/prognosis, intervention, discharge, outcomes).

· Working towards independence in completing initial examinations, re-examinations, and patient interventions.

By the Midterm (End of Month 2):

· Advanced Intermediate performance on all CPI skills 

· Demonstrates good “flow” during patient examinations.

· Capable of maintaining approximately 75% of a fulltime physical therapist’s case load (e.g., of a new graduate in this setting).

By the End of Month 3:

· Demonstrates Entry-Level performance on all CPI skills** 

· Capable of maintaining 100% of a fulltime physical therapist’s case load (e.g., of a new graduate in this setting).

By the Final (End of Month 4):

· Demonstrates efficient patient management skills; consistently able to independently manage 100% of a case load expected of a new graduate in this setting.

· Moving towards Beyond Entry-level performance on CPI Skills as evidenced by:

· Fulfilling all responsibilities, comparable to a staff physical therapist, such as managing own schedule, patient billing, consulting team members on own, ordering necessary equipment for discharge, etc.

· Becoming an integral part of the clinic, such as supervising others, assuming leadership roles, etc.

· Initiating consultation from experienced clinicians for complex patients.

· Exploring opportunities to continue learning through enhancement of knowledge and skills for patient management and/or other PT professional roles.

**NOTE: The final CPI Evaluation will be completed at the end of the entire experience (End of Month 4)
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Benchmark Checklist: CE III / Pre-graduation Phase of the Yearlong Internship
Student Name: _______________________Clinical Instructor: __________________________


Clinical Site: ________________________
CE III _______
CE IV _______ CE Advisor:


Student and CI to review at the end of each month and fax to Clinical Education Faculty Advisor (303-724-9016). In addition, CPI will be completed at midterm and final.

	Benchmark
	CI & Student Date & Initial – indicates student has met benchmark

	Month 1
	

	Safe & Professional Behavior
	

	Progressing with clinical reasoning / decisions
	

	Working towards independence 
	

	Comments:
	

	
	

	
	

	Month 2
	

	Advanced Intermediate on all CPI Skills
	

	Good Flow during exams
	

	Capable of managing ~75% caseload
	

	Comments:
	

	
	

	
	

	Month 3
	

	Entry level all CPI skills 
	

	Capable of managing 100% caseload independently
	

	Comments:
	

	
	

	
	

	Month 4
	

	Efficient with all patient management
	

	Moving towards Beyond Entry-level on some skills
	

	Fulfills all staff responsibilities
	

	Integral part of clinic
	

	Initiates consultation with experienced staff
	

	Explores opportunities to continue learning
	

	Comments:
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