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1. Personal history  
           Current Position              Assistant Professor 
     Division of GI, Tumor and Endocrine 
                                                  Department of Surgery 
     University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
            
            Address                         12800 E 19th Avenue 
                                                  RC1 North, P18-8116 
                                                  Aurora, CO80045 
                                                  Phone: 303-724-7950 
                                                  Email: yuwen.zhu@ucdenver.edu                                                
   
2. Education  
1994-1998          BA, Microbiology, Nankai University 
1998-2001          MS, Molecular Biology, Institute of Microbiology, CAS 

                Advisor: Jianguo Liu 
2001-2006          PhD, Immunology, Mayo Clinic Collage of Medicine 

                Advisor: Dr. Lieping Chen 
2006-2010    Postdoctoral Fellowship, Cancer Immunology, Johns Hopkins University 
     Advisor: Dr. Lieping Chen  

 
 

3. Academic appointments 
2013- pres.    Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery, University of Colorado  
                       Anschutz Medical Campus 
2011-2013      Associate Research Scientist, Department of Immunobiology,  
                       Yale University 
            
 

 
4. Hospital, government or other professional positions 

N/A 
 

5. Honors, special recognitions and awards 

    2016 AAI Early Career Faculty Travel Grant, Seattle, WA. 

 Travel Grant and Finalist for 2nd Annual Immuno-Oncology Young Investigators' 
Forum, Houston, TX (2016). 

 
6. Membership in professional organizations 
 
2010- pres. American Association for Cancer Research (member 285644) 
2014- pres.      American Association for Immunology (member ) 

 
7. Major Committee and Service Responsibilities 
 



 2 

AEF Seed Grant committee, Department of Surgery University of Colorado (chaired by 
Dr. Richard Schulick) 
 
8. Licensure and board certification 

N/A 
 

 
9. Inventions, intellectual property and patents held or pending 
U.S. Provisional Application No.:  62/213,305 
Filed:         September 2, 2015 
Title:          COMPOSITIONS AND METHODS FOR MODULATING T-CELL MEDIATED 
IMMUNE RESPONSE 
Inventors:  Yuwen Zhu, Barish H. Edil, Richard D. Schulick, Alessandro Paniccia, 
Michelle Koenig, and Alexander C. Schulick  
Your File:  CU3851H-PPA 
 
10. Review and referee work  
 
2010- present     Ad hoc reviewer for Cellular Immunology. 
2012- present             Reviewer for Annals of Surgical Oncology 
2015- present             Reviewer for Oncotarget 
2015- present             Reviewer for PloS ONE 
2015- present             Reviewer for American Journal of Pathology 
2015- present             Reviewer for the Therapeutic Advances in Gastroenterology 
2015- present             Reviewer for Cancer Letters 
2015- present             External Reviewer for Cancer Research UK 
 
 

 
11. Invited extramural lectures, presentations and visiting professorships 
 

 November 17, 2005: Co-signal alone is sufficient for the growth and innate 
immune functions of memory T cell, Institute of Biophysics, CAS, Beijing, 
P.R.China. 

 

 September 10, 2012: New ligand-receptor interactions in T cell costimulation, 
Department of Surgery seminar, University of Colorado Anschulz Medical 
Campus, Aurora, CO. 

 

 November 28, 2012:  Characterizing New Ligand-receptor Interactions in T cell 
Costimulation, Department of Immunology seminar, National Jewish Health, 
Denver CO. 

 

 November 1, 2013: Characterizing new T cell cosignaling pathways for cancer 
immunotherapy, Zhengjiang People’s Hospital, Hangzhou, P.R.China. 

 

 May 9th, 2015: Block Symposium: PD-1+CD28H+ selectively identifies for 
superior tumor-reactive T lymphocytes in pancreatic cancer, 2015 AAI Annual 
Meeting, New Orleans, LA. 

 



 3 

 September 3rd, 2015: Exploring new T cell checkpoints for cancer therapy, 16th 
Annual Colorado Immunology Conference, Vail, CO. 

 

 March 12st, 2016: Identifying CD112R as a New Immune Checkpoint in Cancer 
Immunity, Second Annual Immuno-Oncology Young Investigators’ Forum, 
Houston, TX. 

 
12. Teaching record 
 
A. Research Fellowship mentor 
2013- 2014 Joshua T Byers, Medical student/Trainee: The role of B7-H5/CD28H axis 

in human pancreatic cancer. 
2013- 2015 Alessandro Paniccia MD, Surgery resident:  Characterization of a new 

cosignaling pathway and its role in cancer immunity. 
 2014-2015      Justin Scott Merkow MD, Surgery resident: Characterizing a novel target 

for the treatment of human T-ALLs. 
 

 

B. Trainees 

 Alex Schulick, Undergraduate, The Johns Hopkins University (Summer 2013). 

 Tao Ma MD, Visiting Resident, The Secondary affiliated Hospital Zhejiang 
University, P.R. China (02-05/2014) 

 Wei Chen MD, Visiting Resident, The Secondary affiliated Hospital Zhejiang 
University, P.R. China (04-07/2014) 

 Qi Zhang MD, Visiting Resident, The Secondary affiliated Hospital Zhejiang 
University, P.R. China (08-11/2014) 

 Junichi Suzuki, Visiting Medical Student, Yamaguchi University, Japan (08-
11/2014)  

 Alex Schulick, Undergraduate, The Johns Hopkins University (Summer 2015). 

 Xiazhen Yu MD, Visiting Resident, The Secondary affiliated Hospital Zhejiang 
University, P.R. China (08-10/2015) 

 
 
C. Course Director 
2013- present    Weekly Surgical Oncology Journal Club (attendees include faculties, 
residents and medical students) 
 
D. Graduate and Medical School Lectures 
Spring 2015, 2016:  Lecture “Immunoregulation of T lymphocytes” for Special Topics in 
Tumor Immunology, IMMU 7602 (Course coordinator, Jing, H. Wang). 
 
 
13. Grant support  
 
07/01/2013- 06/30/2015           AEF Seed Grant, Surgery Department, University of 
Colorado, “the role of the B7-H5/CD28H pathway in the microenvironment of human 
pancreatic cancer”, PI, TDC: $50,000.00. 
07/01/2014- 06/30/2016           AEF Seed Grant, Surgery Department, University of 
Colorado, “A new T-Cell Co-Receptor: the CD112/CD112R pair”, Co-I, TDC: $40,000.00. 
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12/01/2014-11/31/2015           Sponsored Research Grant by Amplimmune,Inc, “The B7-
H5/CD28H pathway and cancer immunotherapy”, PI, TDC: $100,000.00. 
01/01/15-06/30/2016              ACS IRG/UCCC Seed Grant, “Targeting the B7-H5/CD28H 
pathway for immunotherapy of human pancreatic cancer”, PI, TDC: $30,000.00. 
07/01/2015- 06/30/2017        AEF Seed Grant, Surgery Department, University of 
Colorado, “Blocking the PD-1/B7-H1 pathway to unleash anti-tumor immunity during 
chemotherapy”, PI, TDC: $40,000.00. 
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