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Research Scholarship Program
CHBC Research Scholarship Program Overview

The CHBC Research Scholarship Program is designed to provide structured, accessible biostatistical and data science support to clinical fellows conducting research projects in the Department of Pediatrics. The program aims to enhance the scientific rigor, methodological quality, and successful completion of fellow-led research while fostering the development of fundamental quantitative research skills.

The program encourages early engagement with the CHBC statistical team via the CHBC Research Office Hours to optimize study design before data collection begins, thereby improving study efficiency, reducing avoidable methodological limitations, and increasing the likelihood of successful publication and future external funding. The emphasis is on helping fellows become informed consumers of statistical methods while ensuring that analyses are conducted using rigorous and reproducible approaches.

By integrating statistical expertise into the research training experience, the program supports high-quality clinical and translational research while preparing fellows for careers as independent investigators capable of designing, conducting, and critically evaluating biomedical research.

Expectations for Clinical Fellows Receiving Support from the CHBC Research Scholarship Program

Clinical fellows selected to receive support through the CHBC Research Scholarship Program are expected to actively engage in the research process and collaborate closely with the assigned biostatistician. Fellows are expected to:

1. Commit to an active research project with clearly defined aims and a feasible timeline for completion during the support period (1 year).
2. Engage the statistical team early, preferably during study conception or protocol development, before data collection or analysis begins.
3. Attend scheduled meetings with the assigned biostatistician and notify the team promptly if meetings must be rescheduled.
4. Prepare for consultations by providing relevant study materials (e.g., protocol, data dictionary, case report forms, literature, draft manuscripts, or abstracts) sufficiently in advance of meetings.
5. Complete agreed-upon action items between meetings, including protocol revisions, data cleaning, literature review, or other project tasks needed to maintain project momentum.
6. Maintain regular communication with the statistical team regarding project progress, anticipated deadlines, and changes to study aims, design, or timeline.
7. Ensure data quality by working with the research team to provide complete, accurate, and well-documented datasets and accompanying data dictionaries before statistical analyses begin.
8. Participate in the development of the statistical analysis plan and seek statistical input before conducting independent analyses or modifying planned analyses.
9. Allow adequate time for statistical review and analysis, recognizing that high-quality analyses, revisions, and interpretation require sufficient advance notice before abstract, manuscript, or grant deadlines.
10. Maintain compliance with all institutional requirements, including Colorado Multiple Institutional Review Board (COMIRB) approvals, data security policies, and applicable data use agreements.
11. Acknowledge statistical contributions appropriately in presentations, abstracts, manuscripts, and grant applications, including co-authorship when contributions meet accepted authorship criteria.
12. Provide updates on research outcomes, including abstracts submitted, presentations delivered, manuscripts published, grants submitted, and other scholarly products resulting from the supported project.
13. Complete program evaluations and provide feedback to help assess and improve the quality and impact of the CHBC Research Scholarship Program.
14. Conduct research professionally and collaboratively, respecting timelines, communicating openly, and recognizing the statistical team as scientific collaborators throughout the project.

Failure to maintain active engagement or meet these expectations may result in modification or discontinuation of statistical support to ensure that program resources are available for fellows who are able to fully participate.
This application should be developed with the Fellow’s identified mentor and a CHBC statistician prior to submission. If you have not done so already, please sign up for CHBC Research Office Hours to begin work on your application.

	Title of proposal: 

	

	Name of Applicant: 

	

	Name of Project Mentor: 

	

	What is the academic deliverable for this project? Select one or both.
	

	|_|  Publication (target journal, manuscript submission date):
	

	|_|  Presentation (conference, abstract submission date):
	

	Research question/aims to be answered by the project:

	

	Background: Briefly explain the scientific background and rationale for the project.

	

	Description of study population/sample (inclusion/exclusion criteria), and anticipated sample size:  

	

	Data to be included: (e.g. created variables, demographics, lab values, etc.)

	

	Outcome(s) of Interest:

	

	Predictors/Exposures of Interest:

	

	Covariates to consider (e.g. sex, age, etc.). Identify each of the covariates you list as confounders, mediators or effect modifiers. Describe potential subgroups of interest, if any (e.g., age-groups, race/ethnic groups, sex, etc.).

	

	Briefly describe the analytical approach and explain why it is appropriate to answer the question(s) of interest.

	






Have you read and do you agree to the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals on Authorship and Contributorship (ICMJE)? (Please mark Yes only if you have read the requirements and agree that you will meet these requirements as an awardee of the CHBC Research Scholarship Program. See http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html) 
	|_|  Yes 	|_|  No 	

I have completed CITI Human Subjects Research training (or equivalent) within the past two years.
	|_|  Yes 	|_|  No	

APPLICANT AGREEMENT: If selected for participation in the CHBC Research Scholarship Program, I acknowledge and agree to the stated expectations above and requirement to complete project deliverables within 1 year of this award.

Signature (applicant): ________________________________		Date: _____________

MENTOR AGREEMENT: If fellow is selected for participation in the CHBC Research Scholarship Program, I agree to attend all meetings with the fellow and CHBC statistician and to provide timely feedback to the fellow on results reports and scholarship deliverables (e.g. manuscript, abstract, etc.).

Signature (mentor): _________________________________		Date: _____________
					   						   Version 1, 2026
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