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Dear Colleagues,
 
I am pleased to announce that following a national search, Sunita Sharma, MD, has been selected to
serve as Vice Chair for Faculty Development and Mentorship in the Department of Medicine. Dr.
Sharma will officially begin the role in July of this year.
 
Dr. Sharma is currently an associate professor of medicine in the Division of Pulmonary Sciences and
Critical Care Medicine. She obtained her MD from the University of Kansas School of Medicine and
her MPH from Harvard School of Public Health. She completed her internship and residency at the
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and subsequently completed her Pulmonary and Critical Care
fellowship at the Harvard-Brigham and Women’s Hospital Combined fellowship program. She joined
our Department of Medicine in 2015. 
 
Dr. Sharma has been funded by numerous NIH grants and has been integrally involved in the
teaching of fellows, residents and students in the DOM. Notably, she has been a member of our
internal NIH National Research Service Awards (NRSA) boot camp for pulmonary fellows, which
has helped several of our trainees obtain NRSA awards since the implementation of the program. Dr.
Sharma has also been an active participant in the DOM's mentorship offerings including JUMP and
the Mid-Course Review programs. In addition to mentoring several pulmonary fellows in asthma
research, she also personally mentors several junior faculty members, both within the Division of
Pulmonary and outside of her division, including clinician-educators, APPs, nurses and
research-intensive faculty.
 
Nationally, Dr. Sharma helped to establish a novel mentorship program within the American Thoracic
Society aimed at increasing mentorship and sponsorship activities for under-represented minorities.
In addition, she serves as permanent member of the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute
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(NHLBI) mentored clinical science and basic science review committee, where she keenly reviews
career development awards and mentoring proposals for emerging scientists.
 
In recognition of her mentoring excellence, she was awarded the Faculty Mentor Award at Brigham
and Women’s Hospital for serving as the most outstanding faculty mentor, the Excellence in
Teaching Award from Harvard Medical School and the Professional Leadership Award from the
Women in Medicine and Science Committee at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. Dr.
Sharma is thus well qualified, nationally recognized and comes to this position with immense
expertise in developing programs for mentoring faculty.
 
I would like to thank members of the search committee who provided critical perspectives during
this search including:
 
Dr. Cari Levy (Geriatrics / VA)
Dr. Ed Havranek (Cardiology / Denver Health)
Dr. Kristine Erlandson (Infectious Disease / UCH)
Dr. Fernando Holguin (Pulmonary / UCH)
Dr. Prateeti Khazanie (Cardiology / UCH)
Dr. Irina Petrache (Pulmonary / National Jewish Hospital)
 
Please join me in congratulating Dr. Sharma for her appointment to this role. I look forward to her
many future contributions to the Department of Medicine.
 
Vineet
 
Vineet Chopra, MD, MSc
Robert W. Schrier Chair of Medicine
Professor of Medicine
Department of Medicine
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus
12631 E 17th Avenue, Aurora, CO 80045 | Mail Stop B178
E: vineet.chopra@cuanschutz.edu 

Executive Assistant: Nancy Miller 
E: nancy.j.miller@cuanschutz.edu
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