
A N N U A L  R E P O R TA N N U A L  R E P O R T

Injury Center website

Injury Center Twitter page

Subscribe to the Newsletter

https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/research-and-practice/centers-programs/ivpc
https://twitter.com/InjuryCenterCO
http://eepurl.com/hSgrzz


TABLE OF CONTENTSTABLE OF CONTENTS

03 Letter from the Director

Leadership Team04
05 Faculty Members

08 Practice Members

09 Highlights of 2021

12 External Advisory Board

13 The Center in the News

16 Center Research

20 Webinars: Keeping Scholars Engaged
Virtually

26 Publications



LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORLETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

20
21

P A G E  3

Over the past year, and despite the
continued challenges we all faced during
this second year of the pandemic, the
Injury and Violence Prevention Center
has made strides toward our mission of
facilitating scientific discovery and
evidence-based practice that reduces
injury and violence. This report
highlights a selection of the remarkable
work of our membership over the past
year, including new grants awarded,
features in the news and media, and
numerous research publications. 

We have continued to grow our
membership during 2021 and have
expanded our advisory structure by
creating an External Advisory Committee,
which is featured in this report. We look
forward to their feedback on our work
and priorities for the future.

We are also excited to strengthen the
pipeline of future researchers and
practitioners in injury and violence
prevention by funding student
research, administering the Hoffman
Scholarship for Firearm injury
prevention, and assisting students in
experiential learning placements with
partner organizations. In the coming
year we will continue to expand our
student training opportunities.

In 2022 I look forward to continuing
this important work with you. I want to
extend my thanks to our members and
partners for your commitment to
preventing injuries and violence in the
Colorado, the Mountain West Region,
the nation and the world.

Ashley Brooks-Russell, PhD, MPH
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Erik Wallace, MD
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Melissa
Anderson MBA,
BSN, RN

Children's Hospital
Colorado

PRACTICEPRACTICE
MEMBERSMEMBERS   20212021

Jennifer Boggs,
PhD, MSW

Kaiser Permanente
Institute for Health
Research

Colleen
Kapsimalis
Doyle, MPH, CPH

Colorado
Department of
Public Health &
Environment

Laurie
Lovedale, MPH
UCHealth

Ali Maffey, MSW

Colorado
Department of
Public Health &
Environment
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We Welcomed New Members and Held Our Annual
Member Meeting

In 2021, we welcomed 12 new faculty and affiliate members to the
Injury Center. Faculty members hold appointments at the
Colorado School of Public Health, the Colorado School of
Medicine, and other Colorado University (CU) branch campuses.
Affiliate members hold positions in public health organizations
across the state of Colorado. We hosted all of our members in
November at the Annual (virtual) Member Meeting, presenting our
mission for the coming year and presenting opportunities to
become involved with the center. 

Funded Student Projects

Twice a year, the Injury Center opens the call for student research
grant applications. The goal of the award is to attract and support
student pursing research and evaluation projects in the field of
injury and violence prevention in Colorado and the Rocky
Mountain region. A total of 6 students were awarded the grant in
2021 (3 in the Spring semester, 3 in the Fall semester). Students
will have the opportunity to present their research during 2022 at
a Research2Practice webinar. 

20
21Highlights of 2021Highlights of 2021
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https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/research-and-practice/centers-programs/ivpc/research-practice/student-projects


20
21Participated in National Injury

Prevention Day

November 18th is recognized nationally
as National Injury Prevention Day. To
raise awareness in Colorado and to
recognize the work being done by
organizations in our state and city, the
City and County of Denver recognized
our formal request to officially
recognize November 18, 2021 as “Injury
Prevention Day”. We also joined forces
with Injury Free Coalition for Kids and
other injury centers across the nation on
November 18 for a twitter chat,
discussing the urgent need to prevent
injuries and what roles we must play.
Look back on the conversation on
twitter by searching the hashtag
#BeInjuryFree.

Established our External Advisory Committee 

In October 2021, the Injury Center generated a call for nominations
for a new External Advisory Committee. The committee serves to
enhance the ability of the center to achieve its aims in reducing
injury and violence in Colorado, the Rocky Mountain region, the
nation, and the world. After an extensive review of applicants by
the center’s reviewing committee, seven public health experts
were selected and accepted their nomination to serve on the
committee. 
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Melissa Anderson,
MBA, BSN, RN

Trauma Program
Director, Children’s
Hospital Colorado
Aurora, CO

Paul Bonta, MA

Director of
Government
Relations, Safe
States Alliance
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Colleen Kapsimalis
Doyle, MPH, CPH

Program Integration
& Evaluation Unit
Supervisor, CDPHE
Denver, CO

Rick Padilla

Suicide Prevention
Administrator, City &
County of Denver
Department of Public
Health and Environment
Denver, CO

Holly Billie, MPH

Injury Prevention
Specialist, Centers
for Disease Control
and Indian Health
Service
Atlanta, GA

Kari Commerford,
MA

Juvenile Services
Director, Gunnison
County
Gunnison, CO

Laurie Lovedale,
MPH

Injury Prevention
Specialist,
University of
Colorado Hospital 
Aurora, CO
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NEWS STORIES FROMNEWS STORIES FROM
20212021
Injury Center faculty member,
Christina Yannetsos, MD, represented
Team USA and CU Anschutz as a
member of the medical staff at the
2021 Olympic games in Tokyo, Japan.
Read her featured article here.

Deputy Director of the Injury Center, Emmy Betz, MD, MPH, explained why
gun violence prevention research and adequate funding for it is critical in
the JAMA article, Gun Violence Researchers Are Making Up for 20 Years of
Lost Time.

Injury Center faculty member, David
Howell, MD, was featured in 5280
Magazine article “Concussion
Treatment is Suffering from the
Nocebo Effect”.

Eric Sigel, MD was featured in the CPR News article “ More Kids In Juvenile
Courts Are There For Violent Crimes. Anger Management Classes Can Help
Low-Level Offenders, But Others Need More Intervention” for the
development of the screener VIPERS, the Violence Injury, Protection, and
Risk Screen Tool.   20

21
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https://news.cuanschutz.edu/medicine/christina-yannetsos
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2782899
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Emmy Betz was quoted in the Denver Post: Mass shootings
spur new gun policies. The lack of federal research makes it
tough to know if they work.

Injury Center founding director
Carol Runyan was featured in
Stopping Harm Before it Starts,
an article describing the history
of the University of North
Carolina Injury Prevention
Research Center that she co-
founded in 1987.

Emmy Betz, MD, MPH and Megan Ranney, MD, MPH, of the Brown
University School of Public Health, advocated for a public health
approach to address gun violence, in an op-ed in, The Hill. 

Injury Center member, Lisa Brenner, discussed how similarities
between post-traumatic stress disorder and other major disorders
can lead to misdiagnosis in this video published with Consultant 360. 

Injury Center Member, Maya Haasz,
MD, testified on behalf of
Children's Hospital Colorado and
the Colorado Chapter of the
American Academy of Pediatrics at
the U.S. Senate Committee on the
Judiciary, Subcommittee on The
Constitution hearing entitled “Stop
Gun Violence: Safe Storage”. 

20
21
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20
21Empowering Youth to Realize Equity and Prevent Violence

Injury Center members Beverly Kingston, Sabrina Arredondo-Mattson, and Eric Sigel
received a $6 million cooperative agreement from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s National Youth Violence Prevention Centers of Excellence to
implement and evaluate three youth violence prevention strategies, which will
include a Youth Advisory Council to oversee project activities, and funding to build a
pipeline of early youth violence prevention researchers from communities most
impacted by youth violence through partnerships with Aurora Community College
and Metro State University.

An Evaluation of the Gun Shop Project: Suicide Prevention Led by
the Firearms Community

Injury Center members Sabrina Arredondo Mattson, Beverly Kingston, and Erin Kelly
received a $2 million grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to
fund their study evaluating the role that gun shops can play in reducing gun suicide. 

RESEARCH & GRANTSRESEARCH & GRANTS
OF 2021OF 2021

Towards a Full Spectrum Violence Prevention and Intervention
Program at Childrens Hospital Colorado

Injury Center faculty member, Eric Sigel, MD, was awarded a $1 million dollar grant
by the U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs. Funding will be used for
the At Risk Intervention and Mentoring (AIM) program at Children’s Hospital
Colorado, violence interruption, hospital-based violence intervention, will serve
youth presenting with an assault injury. 
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Observational study of the effects of acute cannabis use on ocular
activity relevant to driving

Injury Center Director, Ashley Brooks-Russell, PhD, MPH, received funding from the
Institute of Cannabis Research at CSU Pueblo to enhance data collection for her
continuing NIH funded project, leveraging the operational driving simulator lab to
study eye movement and eye tracking during driving. 

Integrating signals of suicide risk from DoD and VHA data to
improve upon suicide risk prevention strategies for combat
Veterans

Injury Center faculty member, Lisa Brenner, PhD, received an NIH grant to conduct a
study that is first to facilitate the merging of large data sets from the Department of
Defense (DoD) and Veterans Health Administration (VHA) to identify factors
associated with suicide risk.

Development and Testing of a Veteran-Centered Lethal Means
Safety Suicide Prevention Intervention

Injury Center faculty member, Joseph Simonetti, received a 4 year grant from the
National Institute of Health for work related to firearm injury prevention and
addressing gaps in Veteran Health Affairs (VHA) suicide prevention efforts.  

2022 Pediatric Research in Sports Medicine (PRiSM) Annual
Conference

Injury Center faculty member, David Howell, PhD, ATC, was awarded an NIH grant in
2021 to support student travel opportunities for the 2022 PRiSM conference in
Houston, TX. The conference focuses on advancing interdisciplinary knowledge on
pediatric sports medicine. 
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Influence of Prenatal and Early Childhood Home-Visiting by Nurses
on Development of Chronic Disease: 29-year Follow-Up of a
Randomized Clinical Trial

Injury Center member, David Olds, PhD, received continued funding from the NIH to
conduct a 29-year follow-up student of participants in a randomized clinical trial of a
program of prenatal and infant/toddler home-visiting by nurses for low-income
women with no previous live births. It will examine program effects on maternal and
offspring development of chronic disease and premature mortality. 

"Safety in Dementia": An Online Caregiver Intervention

Injury Center Deputy Director and Director of the Firearm Injury Prevention Initiative,
Emmy Betz, MD, MPH and team were awarded $1.7 million from the National Institute
of Health for their national study designed to improve firearm safety for people with
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. 

CAPNET- Building Research Capacity in Child Abuse Pediatrics

Injury Center faculty member, Dan Lindberg, MD, was awarded an NIH grant in 2021 to
leverage the accomplishments of CAPNET, a sustainable research network created by
the child abuse pediatrics community. The project will create a sustainable data
resources to launch CAPNET as a resource for the wider abuse research community. 

Integrating signals of suicide risk from DoD and VHA data to
improve upon suicide risk prevention strategies for combat
Veterans

Injury Center faculty member, Lisa Brenner, PhD, received an NIH grant to conduct a
study that is first to facilitate the merging of large data sets from the Department of
Defense (DoD) and Veterans Health Administration (VHA) to identify factors
associated with suicide risk.

P A G E  1 9
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20
21Our monthly Research2Practice

webinar series is held on the second
Tuesday of the month at 12:00pm
mountain time and is free to the
public. Seminar speakers include
injury and violence prevention
researchers and practitioners that
focus on highlighting how to
translate research topics to practice. 

January 2021
Aligning Programmatic and Research Goals in Hospital-Based Violence
Intervention Programs 
Presented by: Catherine G. Velopulos MD, MHS, FACS, Laurie Lovedale BS,
MPH, and Anna Cleveland MSW, LCSW

February 2021
The First Year of Colorado's 'Red Flag' Extreme Risk Protection Order

Presented by: Leslie Barnard MPH & Adam Rice JD 

RESEARCH 2 PRACTICERESEARCH 2 PRACTICE
WEBINAR SERIESWEBINAR SERIES

March 2021
From the Drawing Board to the Bedside: Fall prevention Research and
Practice

Presented by: Cathy Bodine PhD and Rebekah Griffith DPT 

Co-hosted by: the Multidisciplinary Center on Aging

P A G E  2 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqTcL4Aw1zE&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAwGePjPOYE&t=4s
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20
21May 2021

School Policies & Practices for Violence Prevention

Presented by: Theresa Cruz PhD & Katie Lohmiller DrPH 

Co-hosted by: the Department of Emergency Medicine

April 2021
ED Screening and Initiation of Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder

Presented by: Jason Hoppe DO and Angela Khoshnoud AM, LCSW

June 2021
From Frameworks to Families: Understanding the Impact of Early Life
Stress and Resiliency

Presented by: Hector Alvarez, PhD,PE, Aaron Miller, MSW, and Esmeralda
Santillano, MA 

Co-hosted by: the Department of Emergency Medicine and College of Nursing

July 2021
Safer Slopes: EMS and Trauma Data and Ski Patrol Perspectives on
Preventing Ski and Snowboard Injuries

Presented by: Lauren Pierpoint, PhD, Amber Viitanen, MPH, and Scott
Beckley, PhD 

August 2021
Using a Positive Youth Development Approach to Foster Healthy Futures for
Maltreated Youth: Challenges and Opportunities in Community-based
Implementation

Presented by: Heather Taussig PhD & Megan McLean LCSW 

Co-hosted by: The Kempe Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Child
Abuse and Neglect 
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https://youtu.be/vBJ86cq6NUQ
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20
21October 2021

Climate Change & Workplace Injury

Presented by: Miranda Dally MS & Cecilia Sorensen MD 

Co-hosted by: the Center for Health, Work & Environment

November 2021
Strengthening  Trauma Care with Pragmatic Research Approaches

Presented by: Nee-Kofi Mould-Millman MD & Vik Bebarta MD

Co-hosted by: the COMBAT Center

December 2021
Advancing Upstream Prevention of Youth Violence and Injury:
Mobilizing Communities to Action

Presented by: Erin Wright-Kelly DrPH, MA, James Roy II & Sarah
Martinez, MS 

September 2021
Advancing Athlete Health: Its a Team Effort

Presented by: Christine Baugh PhD, MPH & David Bruton Jr 

Co-hosted by: The Center for Bioethics and Humanities
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https://youtu.be/yZ3uKrLThEk
https://youtu.be/wLQD5exd42Y
https://youtu.be/T4CLyNVbrlI
https://youtu.be/UThkJ1kOBLY


In 2021, the Injury Center partnered with the
Kempe Center to form the monthly Pathways to
Prevention webinar series, connecting
prevention workers with the latest science on
protecting children. Featured speakers include
researchers currently working in the space of
primary prevention as well as Adverse
Childhood Experiences (ACEs). Webinars are
held on the third Wednesday of the month at 11
a.m MT. 

20
21PATHWAYS TO PREVENTIONPATHWAYS TO PREVENTION

WEBINAR SERIESWEBINAR SERIES

September 2021
The Empower Action Model: A Framework for the prevention of ACEs
through the promotion of equity, resilience, and well-being

Presented by: Aditi Srivastav Bussells PhD, MPH & Dana Powell MEd

October 2021
Indigenous Connectedness for Child Wellbeing

Presented by: Jessica Saniguq Ullrich, Inupiaq, MSW, PhD of the
University of Alaska Anchorage School of Social Work

November 2021 
Substance Use Among Pregnant and Parenting People: Research and
Interventions to Promote Wellbeing

Presented by: Anna Austin

December 2021 
Building a Trauma-Informed Community: The San Antonio Experience

Presented by Colleen Bridger PhD, MPH
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https://youtu.be/AWJr12HeUcE
https://youtu.be/wqfTyPxIDKc
https://youtu.be/MyB-OphLpYk
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20
21January 2021

Rethink Part 1: Talking about Firearm Injury and Gun Violence

Presented by: Fatimah Loren Muhammad MS, Jill Harkavy-Friedman Ph.D., &
Rob Pincus

February 2021
The First Year of Colorado 'Red Flag' Extreme Risk Protection Order

Presented by: Leslie Barnard MPH & Adam Rice JD

March 2021
Rethink Part 2: Talking about Firearm Injury and Gun Violence

Presented by: Jill Harkavy-Friedman Ph.D., Fatimah Loren Dreier MS, & Rob
Pincus

October 2021
Surgeons, Guns & Prevention: Lessons Learned from the American College of
Surgeons Member Survey

Presented by: Ronny Stewart MD, Arielle Thomas MD, MPH, Brendan Campbell
MD, MPH & Deborah Kuhls MD, FACS, FCCM, FRCST 

November 2021
Risk Assessment and Firearm Access

Presented by: Jacquelyn Clark, Richard Martinez MD, & Michael Victoroff MD

Firearm Injury PreventionFirearm Injury Prevention
Initiative WebinarsInitiative Webinars
The Firearm Injury Prevention Initiative webinar series hosts
educational events to coordinate, synergize, and stimulate
collaborative approaches to firearm injury prevention. 
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https://youtu.be/BptxpXS6n_g
https://youtu.be/nAwGePjPOYE
https://youtu.be/Es1cXnAOWC4
https://youtu.be/afQQ44mrdY8
https://youtu.be/afQQ44mrdY8
https://youtu.be/hlJs1LNMqxU
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range of topics including firearm injuries and prevention, intimate partner
violence, suicide, adolescent injuries and violence,  child maltreatment,
concussions, driving injuries, opioids and marijuana use, older adult abuse, mental
health, and more. 
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