Current Postdocs

Name and Degree Years of Research Interests
Training
Jessica Cao, PhD 2019-2020 Examining the role of L-type calcium channels in abnormal
synaptic plasticity and neurocognitive developmental
disorders
John Cooley, PhD 2018-2020 Peer victimization and youth aggression

Elucidating the factors that influence vulnerability to the
Catherine Demers, PhD 2019-2021 pathogenic effects of stress, and the neural and genetic
pathways through which such risk is expressed.

Promoting mental health and wellness among

Christina Metcalf, PhD 2019-2021 women across the lifespan through interventions
informed by developmental psychobiology. Developing
interventions for at-risk women that target processes
associated with vulnerability to depression during
critical periods of transition and hormonal change,
including the premenstruum, peripartum and perimenopause.

Amanda Norofa, PhD 2018-2020 Development of emotion regulation in childhood, examining
predictors from within the child (e.g.,
temperament, physiological reactivity) to the child's
environmental context (e.g., parenting behaviors,
family emotional climate, income level), as well as
interactions among these internal and external
factors

Neda Senehi, PhD 2018-2020 The role of maternal Emotion Socialization and maternal
Mentalization-Related Parenting Behaviors
(including mind-mindedness, mental state language, and
meta-emotion philosophy), in promoting self-regulation,
particularly in at-risk
populations



How exposure to obesity and diabetes in utero affect
offspring cognitive development of attention and executive
function and associated brain networks in a large, pre-birth
cohort of 4-6 year old children

Allison Shapiro, PhD 2017-2020
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