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Communicating 
Science to the 
General Public

Key Takeaways
Use the tips below to make scientific information 
more accessible, engaging, and understandable for 
public audiences.

Start with What Matters to Your Audience
Begin with questions your audience already has before 
sharing information.

1
Use Clear, Concrete Language
Replace jargon and technical language with clear 
language and relatable examples.

2
Use Analogies and Stories
Connect unfamiliar concepts to everyday experiences to 
improve understanding.

3
Acknowledge Uncertainty
Be transparent about what is known, unknown, and still 
being studied, and explain that scientific knowledge 
evolves over time. 

4
Engage, Don’t Lecture
Ask questions and listen actively to understand concerns 
and build trust.

5

Watch the FacDev in 
5 Video featuring Dr. 
Aimee Bernard, Associate 
Professor, Immunology and 
Microbiology. 
tinyurl.com/FD5-Comm-Science
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