2024-2025 GoldenStethoscope Nomination

Nominatedfor: Outstanding Role Model

Name of Nominee Dr. Jake Hirshberg

There are not sufficient words to describe how fortunate our institution and community
are to have Dr. Hirshberg as one of our physicians.

What began as an introduction to clinical medicine and the basics of history-taking and
physical exams quickly became something more: a training in what it truly means to
care. Dr. Hirshberg invited me into his teams—not as "just a medical student," but as a
learner with a seat at the table. | was welcomed into the world of high-risk obstetrics,
standing beside him in the MFM clinic, on Labor and Delivery, and even in the MICU,
where | saw his capacity to adapt and lead across multiple settings and disciplines.

What sets Dr. Hirshberg apart is not only his clinical brilliance —though that is
unquestionable. He knows the data by heart, relays the most up-to-date information with
clarity and humility, and makes evidence-based decisions. But his impact runs deeper
than the numbers. He leads with compassion. Every patient is met with presence, and
every family is treated with dignity. Watching him care for pregnant mothers and their
babies was extraordinary. Watching him care for their partners, their parents, and the
sometimes-unspoken fears in the room was transformative.

He never stopped teaching. Whether it was a pathophysiology question or a simple
curiosity about workflow, he responded with enthusiasm and care. He made space for
my questions even on the busiest days and helped me begin to understand the privilege
and responsibility of this profession.

As | move forward in my career, | will always carry the lessons | learned from Dr.
Hirshberg: that compassion is not a soft skill—it is the core of what we do. That great
physicians balance evidence with empathy. That leadership can be quiet, kind, and
unshakably principled.

Most of all, Dr. Hirshberg reminded me why | chose medicine in the first place. He made
me more excited about this career because he modeled—so effortlessly—what it means
to be a great physician.
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