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	Reason for Nomination: Dr. Smith was an exceptional preceptor this year. From my first preceptorship shift to my last, he was enthusiastic to teach, to walk me through different concepts and disease mechanisms, and to give me useful feedback on improving moving forward. 

I appreciated that Dr. Smith allowed me to watch him interact with patients before interviewing patients on my own, especially at the beginning of the year. He taught me what questions to ask and demonstrated how to perform the physical exams. Then, as the year went on, he gave me more autonomy with the patients. I become more confident in gathering full histories and performing physical exams. He asked me numerous questions during my shifts to spark my curiosity. He encouraged my critical thinking, and he was happy to fill in the gaps for knowledge that I had not acquired yet. 

I got exposed to various diagnoses through EM Peds, and Dr. Smith answered any questions I had about patients and their conditions. One aspect that I enjoyed about my preceptorship experience with Dr. Smith is that he asked me to do oral presentations for every single patient I interviewed. It was hard at first because it took me a long time to gather my thoughts, but this opportunity gave me great practice in preparation for LIC. 

Furthermore, whenever I struggled with gathering a full history from patients or forgot certain aspects of the physical exam, Dr. Smith encouraged me and framed these as lessons to remember in the future. Then, he would show me how to perform the exams I forgot and how to remember parts of the histories with tools such as acronyms. He never held these events against me but rather used them to encourage me, which gave me room to grow and thrive this year. He made the environment safe and approachable so I could ask questions without judgment. 

Dr. Smith also took the time to review skills and concepts with me whenever we had a gap in time between patients, which I feel is one of his great strengths as a preceptor. While he could have used that time for himself, he invested his time into teaching me, ensuring that I was learning during every hour that I was precepting with him. He always went the extra mile as a preceptor.

Moreover, he is an amazing physician who displays compassion and respect in every interaction with his patients and their family members. He was a great role model to learn from this year. Through Dr. Smith's guidance and support, I grew significantly as a medical student. I feel confident going into my LIC, and I am looking forward to applying these skills with my future patients. I am grateful to have had him as a preceptor, and he deserves to be recognized for his amazing work.
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