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	Reason for Nomination: I would like to nominate Dr. Feuerstein for the Outstanding DOCS Preceptor Award. 

I think one word to describe my experience with Dr. Feuerstein would be: “unexpected.” Certainly, I expected to learn how to take a history, perform a physical exam, give an oral presentation, and more. But the way I learned these vital elements of a patient encounter was entirely surprising. Namely, I had come into the preceptorship experience with reservations, for I had envisioned myself learning these elements through potentially painstaking trial and error. While there was a lot of trial and error involved in the process (redoing oral presentations or certain parts of the physical exam), there was never a moment when I felt that I was inadequate, thanks to Dr. Feuerstein. She made everything feel incredibly constructive and comfortable, and any mistake I made would be met with actionable advice.

Each shift, I actually felt myself growing professionally. There were multiple elements that I thought I could improve on, but it was the oral presentation that I wanted to spend the most time on. Making my goals clear to Dr. Feuerstein when we were introduced to oral presentations, she put in the effort to let me give her an oral presentation with every patient we saw together. Dr. Feuerstein and I dissected the components of what makes a great oral presentation. Over time, I became more comfortable and more accustomed to what goes into an oral presentation. On my last shift, I gave oral presentations to Dr. Feuerstein’s colleagues and fellows. I had never worked with these other doctors, so giving oral presentations to them was initially daunting. But because of Dr. Feuerstein’s help, my presentations were met with little criticism. 

The last point I would like to make is how Dr. Feuerstein helped me study better for medical school. If Dr. Feuerstein didn’t immediately know the answer to one of my questions, she would pull out a textbook and find the answer in there. It always worked; she could always answer all of my questions with a textbook. This prompted me to do some searching for my own textbooks, and I currently study for my classes using something I never thought I would. 

Dr. Feuerstein is an exemplary preceptor and doctor. Working with her, I learned more about what kind of doctor I want to be. The patient encounter is an essential component of delivering expert medical care to patients and communities, and I feel like Dr. Feuerstein helped bolster my ability to conduct a great patient encounter. 
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