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	Reason for Nomination: To the Golden Stethoscope Panel:I am extremely pleased to nominate Dr. Jennifer Armstrong for the Golden Stethoscope - Outstanding MSTP Preceptor. Dr. Armstrong is a pediatric neurologist specializing in perinatal stroke. She has been my mentor through the School of Medicine’s Foundations of Doctoring course since my first year of medical school in 2017. As a seventh year MD-PhD student, I have had the privilege to work with dozens of clinical and research faculty on campus. Dr. Armstrong is the best clinical mentor I have encountered. She is an extremely available and engaged teacher with superior bedside manner and clinical knowledge. Her research has moved the field of perinatal stroke forward and had a high impact on the quality of life for her patients. For these reasons, Dr. Armstrong has been hugely influential in my career as a physician-scientist. Her clinical work and research inspired me to select a translational neuroscience laboratory for my dissertation where I study the mechanisms underlying cognitive impairment following CNS ischemia.Dr. Armstrong was introduced to me through her colleague in Neonatology, Dr. Erica Mandell. Dr. Mandell recommended Dr. Armstrong due to Dr. Armstrong’s reputation as an impeccable clinical mentor and researcher. Indeed, as a future physician-scientist, I find Dr. Armstrong to be an outstanding role model on how to integrate research into clinical practice to better patient care and outcomes. Her research has linked placental inflammation to adverse neurologic outcomes and stroke.  Dr. Armstrong is one of the few pediatric neurologists in the world who can articulate to her patients the underlying etiology of their child’s stroke and give an evidence-based forecast of their child’s prognosis. I have witnessed mothers relieved to tears upon hearing this, informing me that no other physician has provided the insight into their child’s injury like Dr. Armstrong. I also want to commend her strong commitment to ethical research as a COMIRB Chair. Dr. Armstrong spends countless hours per week ensuring research studies are held to the highest standards when working with participants.I also want to emphasize Dr. Armstrong’s strengths go beyond the academic and medical realm. She also possesses unparalleled compassion for her patients, colleagues, and mentees. My fourth year of training was incredibly difficult. The suicide of friend and classmate in my MD-PhD cohort coinciding with the departure of my primary thesis mentor had me rethinking my career path and considering a leave of absence from the program. Dr. Armstrong knew when I came into precept one morning that something was off. Despite having a full clinical schedule that day, she spent time with me well past her last appointment to listen to my concerns. Without Dr. Armstrong’s support, I am uncertain whether I would have remained in my program.Dr. Armstrong is a superior clinician and researcher worthy of the highest academic recognition who has profoundly influenced my clinical and research career trajectory. I enthusiastically and unconditionally support her nomination for Outstanding MSTP Preceptor.
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