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	Reason for Nomination: I have had the pleasure of being assigned to Dr. Mandy Allison, a pediatrician, for my preceptorship during the plains year. As someone interested in going into pediatrics, I was already excited to be assigned to her before I even met her. Little did I know how much of an impact she would have on my clinical training in just one year. Her ability to connect with her patients using a balance of empathy, education, and responsiveness is something I strive to embody as a future physician. 

Every encounter I experienced with Dr. Allison was filled with genuine empathy. When the patients were struggling, she was there to help get the care that both the kids and parents needed. I remember a specific patient encounter where the mother of the children had recently passed away. It was clear the dad and kids were struggling. She went out of her way and connected them with family therapy that can come to their home. I really appreciate the way she treats the entire family, not just the children. 

Dr. Allison also had a valuable ability to educate the patients and their parents. When sharing information with them regarding treatment plans, she was slow and considerate, making sure the family understood every small detail. She never rushed, and she made sure all questions were answered before leaving the room. On one specific encounter, a patient came in with poorly controlled asthma. Upon reviewing the situation, it was clear the patient's parents were confused about which asthma medications they were supposed to be taking and how they were supposed to be using them. She spent a large amount of time educating the parents on the proper use, and it was clear the family was very appreciative of the extra time she spent with them.

Finally, Dr. Allison is very responsive to her patients. When they come in with forms needing to be filled out, she does it on the spot. She listens to what her patients have to say very closely and addresses every concern, no matter how small. Her patients appear very open with her, which I believe is a reflection of the way she listens closely and responds thoughtfully to her patients. 

I feel blessed to have gotten to work with Dr. Allison this year. My favorite days of school were the ones I got to spend with her in the pediatric clinic. She is incredibly deserving of this award. Thank you, Dr. Allison, for being such a great role model of provider-patient communication!
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