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Implications• Firearm injury became the leading 
cause of death of youth in the United 
States in 2020

• Access to a firearm in the home is an 
independent risk factor for suicide

• Attitudes and behavior changes that 
result from fear of firearm injury are 
underexplored

• Aim: To describe self-reported 
protective behaviors among 
Colorado adults

• Economic and environmental 
impacts of these behavior changes 
are unknown

• Adults in Colorado are purchasing 
firearms as a part of a larger set of 
protective behaviors

• Questions remain about who these 
individuals are, what their firearm 
storage practices are, and if they have 
children in the home

• Additional research necessary to further 
elucidate opportunities for targeted 
interventions • 2023 Colorado Firearm Injury Prevention 

Survey (COFIPS)
• May-June 2023
• Colorado adults 

• Primary outcome: Self-reported 
engagement in any of 11 possible 
protective behaviors:
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64.5% (31.0%-67.8%) of Colorado adults reported any protective behavior

40.8% reported Avoidance Behaviors [95% CI: 37.4%-44.4%]

35.4% reported Communication Behaviors [95% CI: 32.0%-38.9%]

27.9% reported Firearm Behaviors [95% CI: 24.7%-31.0%]

32.4% of Colorado adults reported avoiding large crowds [95% CI 29.1%-35.8%] 

37.5% reported having children living in the home [95% CI: 34.0%-41.0%]

Of all Colorado Adults:

16.6% reported having purchased a firearm [95% CI: 14.1%-19.5%] 

44.0% reported having a firearm in the home [95% CI: 40.4%-47.6%] 


