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Background Methodology Conclusion

 REACH was offered for 5 weeks in Fall 2024 and Spring 2025 at two Aurora Public Elementary Schools. ' « REACH increased students’ perceived
importance of several major

* The environment has a large impact on

public health, from fpod availability to * Upon program completion, §tudents comp!eted an anonymous and optional post-pre survey to assess environmental topics while
respiratory and cardiovascular health. how their perception of environmental topics changed before and after the program. simultaneously increasing students’

. ' ' ' » The questions were rated on a 1 to 10 Likert scale and analyzed using a Wilcoxon Signed Rank test. perceived likelihood to speak up or act
These impacts are especially damaging q Y & & on thece iccups.

for low-income communities and

communities of color. Results

Attendance Data

* Programs like REACH may hold
_ romise in improving public health

* Er vi!’onmental science, climate change, * Atotal Ofln = ;5 SUrveys Average number of students per session through the promotion of awareness
and its health Consequences are - WETE ahalyzed. Maximum number of students in attendance 11 9 and advocacy.
undertaught in schools despite evidence | at any given session
that early childhood exposure to these * The average rating for Number of students that filled out the final 11 L » Since the REACH program was held in
topics fosters future leadership and how likely students survey a school district that primarily serves
advocacy. were to tell others Average percentage of sessions attended by  72% 70% students from backgrounds
historically underrepresented in

about climate change
increased from 5.5 to

the survey respondents

STEM, this early opportunity for

Introduction and Program Design 9.8 (p = 0.00079). A Comparison of Students’ Perceptions of a Topic's exposure may be especially influential.
_ Importance to Human Health Before and After the Program _ . |
. . . * The average rating for » Future work will include expanding the
* To a}ddress this educational gap, Raising how likely students o5 04 9.7 program to other schools to increase
(E:nwronmen’lc_lal ﬂiv;l]a(rsgzas_ll;or ] were to get involved in 10 : : impact and obtain a larger sample
ommunity Healt was create o O size.
by students and faculty at the University Sgcr)]rets iaifersgsétftgiw = 3 6.1
of Colorado School of Medicine. 5.7t0 9.9 (p = 0.0019) E . 5 4o Acknowledgements
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* This study was deemed exempt by

which up to 93% of students are o | .
Oil spill creation and clean-up with soap COMIRB (#24-1617)

identified as economically disadvantaged

and '-_Jp tC? 96./°_are identified as racial and Pollution Smog activity with marshmallows and pretzels Acidrain demonhséc:;tll(r)endWWh waterand
ethnic minorities. P

Renewable and non-renewable energy matching game with
pictures and descriptions

Energy

» Parents/guardians of student
participants signed permission slips
and photo release forms

Solar oven Solar oven creation and s'mores Campaign posters
Final Review Trivia review game Presentation of posters
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