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Colorado researchers among those leading the way in fight 
against cancer 
 
“What we can’t forget is we’ve actually made a lot of progress over the 
last three decades. So we’ve decreased cancer mortality by about 
32% in the last 30 or so years,” said Rich Schulick, director of the 
University of Colorado Cancer Center and chair of the department of 
surgery at the University of Colorado. 
 
CBS Colorado, Sept. 14, 2022 

 

U of Colorado School of Medicine taps Dr. Jay Lemery as 1st-of-
its-kind endowed climate medicine chair 
 
The University of Colorado School of Medicine in Aurora named Jay 
Lemery as its inaugural endowed chair in climate medicine Sept. 8. It 
is the first position of its kind in the nation. 
 
Becker’s Hospital Review, Sept. 9, 2022 

 

Medical research doesn’t serve everyone. This effort hopes to 
build one of the most diverse health databases ever 
 
The project is also drawing plenty of attention from researchers, like 
Nathan Clendenen, an anesthesiologist and professor at the 
University of Colorado….Typically he only studies patients in the 
hospital. But that is a limited number of patients and often doesn’t 
include everyone in the community, Clendenen said. “I think that’s 
been a blind spot in research is that it’s not necessarily 
representative,” he said. 
 
CPR News, Sept. 15, 2022 
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Patient Satisfaction Surveys Earn a Zero on Tracking Whether 
Hospitals Deliver Culturally Competent Care 
 
Monica Federico, a pediatric pulmonologist at the University of 
Colorado School of Medicine and Children’s Hospital Colorado in 
Denver, started an asthma program at the hospital several years 
ago…. At the time, she was one of the only Spanish-speaking 
providers in an area where pediatric asthma disproportionately affects 
Latino residents. (Patients also cited problems with transportation and 
inconvenient clinic hours.) 
 
Physician’s Weekly, Sept. 8, 2022 

 

CDC warns about enterovirus in kids – and the risk of rare 
paralysis that can follow 
 
Kevin Messacar, who is also an associate professor at the University 
of Colorado, had been working on research studies in 2014 when the 
outbreak began to swell. He is now helping to lead a pilot study for the 
National Institutes of Health, launched last year, that hopes to study 
the virus as it spreads this year, in hopes of accelerating answers for 
the disease. 
 
CBS News, Sept. 12, 2022 
 
With increased virus activity, providers urged to be alert for signs 
of rare polio-like syndrome in kids 
 
“EV-D68 is back this year and circulating in the U.S.,” said Kevin 
Messacar, a pediatric infectious diseases specialist at Children’s 
Hospital Colorado, who warned that in past years, waves of the 
enterovirus were followed by spikes in AFM. 
 
STAT, Sept. 12, 2022 

 

Polio resurgence in US keeps health officials on high alert 
 
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus’s professor of 
Immunology and Microbiology Rosemary Rochford explains a single 
case of polio reflects a larger potential spread of the virus because 
most people infected either don’t show any symptoms or have a very 
mild illness with symptoms similar to the flu. 
 
Mint, Sept. 11, 2022 
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Polio declared a disaster in New York as virus spreads 
 
Daniel Pastula is a neuro-infectious disease expert at the University 
of Colorado: “If you are unvaccinated against polio, whether you’re a 
child or an adult, and poliovirus is circulating in the area, they’re at risk 
for developing paralytic polio,” Pastula said. 
 
WSKG (Vestal, NY), Sept. 11, 2022 

 

Buckle up: Flu could be early and nasty this year 
 
“A lot of the measures used during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as 
masking and limiting gatherings that helped limit the spread of flu, are 
no longer in place,” said Michelle Barron, [professor of medicine at 
CU School of Medicine and] UCHealth’s senior medical director for 
infection prevention and control in a news release. 
 
Fort Collins Coloradoan, Sept. 12, 2022 
 
Colorado doctors predicting early flu season, severity of illness 
could also be stronger 
 
“It’s going to be different than the last two years in that, the last two 
years, we really haven’t seen a lot of flu. This year, I think we will see 
a regular flu season, which may be a little shock to people, because 
like I said, we’ve been covid, covid, covid for the last two years,” said 
Michelle Baron - UCHealth’s senior medical director for infection 
prevention and control. 
 
KKTV (Colorado Springs), Sept. 14, 2022 

 

How Does Monkeypox Affect the Brain? 
 
Viral infections are known to set off an influx of inflammation 
throughout the body, including the brain, which can either trigger new 
psychological symptoms or a flare-up of an underlying mental health 
condition, according to Daniel Pastula, an associate professor of 
neurology, medicine, and epidemiology at the University of Colorado 
Anschutz Medical Campus. 
 
Self, Sept. 12, 2022 
 
Brain Inflammation, Spinal Cord Lesions Emerge in U.S. 
Monkeypox Cases 
 
In two previously healthy young gay men with confirmed systemic 
monkeypox virus infections, encephalomyelitis appeared within days 
of illness onset, reported Daniel Pastula, of the University of Colorado 
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School of Medicine in Aurora, and co-authors in Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report. 
 
MedsPage Today, Sept. 14, 2022 
 
CDC Reports Two Cases of Monkeypox-Related 
Encephalomyelitis 
 
“Although neurologic complications of acute monkeypox virus (MPXV) 
infections are rare, suspected cases should be reported to state, tribal, 
local, or territorial health departments to improve understanding of the 
range of clinical manifestations of and treatment options for MPXV 
infections during the current outbreak,” write lead author Daniel 
Pastula, a neurologist and epidemiologist at the University of 
Colorado School of Medicine in Aurora, and co-authors. 
 
Medscape, Sept. 14, 2022 

 

UCHealth doctor using robot for kidney transplant operations 
 
Robotic kidney transplant surgeon Thomas Pshak [assistant 
professor of surgery at CU School of Medicine] talks about the surgery 
option for patients with a body mass index over 40. 
 
9News, Sept. 11, 2022 

 

$2M contract expands access to free training to support students 
with autism, ADHD 
 
“Through our initial research, we saw that the classroom behaviors of 
children with autism spectrum disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder improved markedly with a teacher’s implementation of 
Unstuck and On Target groups,” said Laura Anthony, Children’s 
Colorado psychologist, professor of psychiatry at the University of 
Colorado School of Medicine and lead researcher, in a statement. 
 
K-12 Dive, Sept. 14, 2022 

 

Walking can lower risk of early death, but there’s more to it than 
number of steps, study finds 
 
“By and large, I think the study is well done and it certainly continues 
to add to the foundation of knowledge that tells us exercise is good 
stuff,” said Andrew Freeman, director of cardiovascular prevention 
and wellness at National Jewish Health [and associate professor of 
clinical practice of medicine at CU School of Medicine]. 
 
CNN, Sept. 12, 2022 
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Thousands of moms are microdosing with mushrooms to ease 
the stress of parenting 
 
Neill Epperson is chair of psychiatry at the University of Colorado 
Medical School. Epperson is known internationally for her work in 
studying women’s mental health. She draws a pretty big distinction 
between motherhood distress and an actual diagnosed mental illness. 
 
WUSF (Tampa, Fla.), Sept. 13, 2022 

 

Vagus Nerve Stimulation Promotes Motor Learning in Animal 
Model A Potential Method for Post-Stroke Recovery 
 
VNS is used for treating epilepsy and depression; in both conditions, 
stimulation is constant, said the lead study investigator, Cristin Welle, 
associate professor and vice chair for research in the departments of 
neurosurgery and physiology & biophysics at the University of 
Colorado School of Medicine in Aurora. 
 
Neurology Today, Sept. 15, 2022 

 

Promising Data from InPedILD Phase 3 Trial Revealed at ERS 
Congress 2022 
 
The trial results were revealed in a session program presented by lead 
investigator Robin Deterding, Breathing Institute at Children's 
Hospital Colorado [and professor of pediatrics at CU School of 
Medicine]. 
 
HCPLive, Sept. 8, 2022 

 

Morehouse School of Medicine report highlights cost of mental 
health inequities 
 
For the study, “The Economic Burden of Mental Health Inequities in 
the United States Report”, the Satcher Institute worked with the 
Eugene S. Farley, Jr. Health Policy Center at the University of 
Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus and the Robert Graham Center 
for medical research. 
 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Sept. 12, 2022 
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