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Officially, heat deaths are not very common in Colorado. The 
reality is more complicated. 
 
“I would consider heat to be a threat-multiplier, meaning it often puts 
other coexisting medical conditions in crisis,” said Jay Lemery, an 
emergency medicine specialist and the co-founder of the Program on 
Climate and Health at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. 
 
Colorado Sun, Aug. 1, 2022 

 

Colorado women can face pushback when seeking sterilization 
surgery: “It’s very demeaning” 
 
Jaime Arruda, a professor at the University of Colorado’s Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology who also practices surgical gynecology, 
said the way in which a physician responds to a patient inquiring about 
sterilization varies doctor by doctor and can depend on the hospital, 
the doctor’s own beliefs or what type of insurance a patient has. 
 
Denver Post, July 31, 2022 

 

Doctors push state to cover dialysis for undocumented 
immigrants 
 
Lilia Cervantes cared for a patient who she then befriended until the 
woman died in 2014 after being unable to obtain regularly scheduled 
dialysis. The internal medicine hospitalist set about seeking a change 
in her state of Colorado. It took a few years, but the state moved in 
2019 to include scheduled dialysis for undocumented immigrants 
under Emergency Medicaid. Now, Cervantes [associate professor of 
medicine at CU School of Medicine] informally advises medical 
colleagues in five states seeking to do the same, including Georgia.  
 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Aug. 3, 2022 
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https://coloradosun.com/2022/08/01/colorado-heat-deaths-climate-change/
https://www.coloradowm.org/blog/teachers/jay-lemery
https://www.coloradowm.org/blog/teachers/jay-lemery
https://www.denverpost.com/2022/07/31/colorado-sterilization-roe-wade-contraception/
https://www.denverpost.com/2022/07/31/colorado-sterilization-roe-wade-contraception/
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Why Do Orthopedic Surgeons Have Such High Breast Cancer 
Rates? 
 
In the absence of formal training, some surgeons have taken matters 
into their own hands, imploring their younger colleagues to use lower 
doses of radiation, to step away from the x-ray when possible, to 
position themselves perpendicularly to the beam, and to get early 
screenings for breast cancer. Among them are Evalina Burger, the 
chair of orthopedics at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. 
Burger, 62, is one of just four female orthopedic department chairs 
across the country. When Burger was diagnosed with breast cancer, 
she, too, was startled to learn about rates of cancer in her profession. 
 
Mother Jones, Aug. 4, 2022 

 
 

 

Another Way the Coronavirus Is Dodging Our Immunity 
 
Strong, punchy interferon responses are essential to early viral 
control, acting as a “first line of defense” that comes online within 
minutes or hours, says Mario Santiago, an immunologist at the 
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus. 
 
 
 
Many researchers, such as Fish, are also testing interferon-based 
treatments in people who have very recently been infected by or 
exposed to the coronavirus. Several of these trials have produced 
mixed or disappointing results. Even so, “I think there’s every reason 
to think that interferons are still going to be effective” in some form, 
once scientists nail the timing, recipe, and dose, says Eric Poeschla, 
Santiago’s collaborator at CU Anschutz. The molecules are, after all, 
nature’s DIY antivirals. 
 
The Atlantic, Aug. 4, 2022 

 

Q&A: Nationwide long COVID-19 study needs more participants 
 
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus is one of the 
locations partnering with NIH for the study. 9NEWS spoke with 
Kristine Erlandson, who is overseeing the study there. 
 
9News, July 28, 2022 

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/08/why-do-orthopedic-surgeons-have-such-high-breast-cancer-rates/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/08/why-do-orthopedic-surgeons-have-such-high-breast-cancer-rates/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34398847/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2022/08/coronavirus-variants-viral-transmission-interferons/671047/
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/long-covid-study-participants-needed/73-a98a5e5e-47bb-4e94-b36f-82856e3ea899


 

Vaccine Experts: Think Local, Build Back Trust to Boost 
Vaccinations 
 
In fact, COVID is now the No. 4 cause of death among children, 
behind accidents, cancer and suicides, said Sean O’Leary, a 
professor of pediatrics at the University of Colorado School of 
Medicine and Children’s Hospital Colorado, as well as chair of the 
Committee on Infectious Diseases for the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 
 
U.S. News & World Report, July 28, 2022 

 

As monkeypox outbreaks grow, vaccine supply lags behind 
 
“So you’re not going to catch it on a bus. You’re not going to catch it in 
the grocery store,” said Michelle Barron, UCHealth’s senior medical 
director of infection prevention and control [and professor of medicine 
at CU School of Medicine]. 
 
Greeley Tribune, Aug. 4, 2022 

 

Denver emergency room doctors are seeing daily injuries from e-
scooters 
 
Emergency room doctors in Denver see patients from scooter crashes 
nearly every day, they say. Denver7 spoke with Eric Lavonas, 
emergency physician at Denver Health [and professor of emergency 
medicine at CU School of Medicine], before his evening shift. “I’m 
working 3:00 PM to midnight tonight, and if I get to midnight without 
seeing somebody injured in a scooter crash I’ll be really surprised,” 
Lavonas said. 
 
Channel 7, July 31, 2022 

 

Beating a Deadly Sarcoma 
 
After the cancer had metastasized, McNeilly’s care team expanded to 
include CU Cancer Center member Breelyn Wilky, who knew she 
had to act fast. “He had developed disease all over his body, very 
symptomatic, miserable, and all of a sudden his quality of life was 
horrible and we were worried he was going to die,” says Wilky, 
associate professor of medical oncology at the University of Colorado 
School of Medicine. 
 
Cancer Health, Aug. 2, 2022 

https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2022-07-28/vaccine-experts-think-local-build-back-trust-to-boost-vaccinations
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https://www.greeleytribune.com/2022/08/03/as-monkeypox-outbreaks-grow-vaccine-supply-lags-behind/
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/denver-emergency-room-doctors-are-seeing-daily-injuries-from-e-scooters
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/denver-emergency-room-doctors-are-seeing-daily-injuries-from-e-scooters
https://www.cancerhealth.com/article/beating-deadly-sarcoma-cancer
https://medschool.cuanschutz.edu/colorado-cancer-center
https://som.ucdenver.edu/Profiles/Faculty/Profile/28739
https://medschool.cuanschutz.edu/medical-oncology


 

Study: Many breast cancer patients report changes that affect 
sexual health during and beyond treatment 
 
“More than 3.8 million breast cancer survivors live with permanent or 
temporary physical and psychological consequences of treatment that 
impact their sexual health. However, there is limited data that advises 
providers on the preferred format and timing of sexual health 
education,” said Sarah Tevis, assistant professor of surgical oncology 
at the University of Colorado School of Medicine on the CU Anschutz 
Medical Campus. 
 
News-Medical, Aug. 2, 2022 

 

Do hormone therapies for young transgender people have a 
negative effect on bones? 
 
“The effects of these therapies on BMD (bone mineral density) are not 
studied enough,” reminded the Natalie Nokoff (University of Colorado 
School of Medicine, Aurora, United States) who presented a cross-
sectional study on this subject at the annual congress of the Endocrine 
Society ( ENDO 2022 ), which took place in June in Atlanta. 
 
OICanadian, Aug. 1, 2022 

 

Dr Viral Shah Emphasizes Payer’s Role in Patient Access to T1D 
 
Viral Shah, endocrinologist and associate professor of medicine and 
pediatrics at the Barbara Davis Center for Diabetes, Adult Clinic 
School of Medicine at the University of Colorado Anschutz campus, 
discusses the role of payers alongside advancements in automated 
insulin delivery systems and continuous glucose monitors (CGMs). 
 
AJMC, Aug. 2, 2022 

 

Tadei Pogačar announces auction of diamond-encrusted shoes 
worn on final stage of Tour de France 
 
Pogačar’s coach, the physiologist and cancer researcher Iñigo San-
Millán, is co-founder of the foundation. He is a researcher in the 
School of Medicine at the University of Colorado in Colorado Springs 
and has worked for many years examining the origins of tumors and 
the progression of cancer as a disease. 
 
VeloNews, Aug. 1, 2022 

https://www.news-medical.net/news/20220802/Study-Many-breast-cancer-patients-report-changes-that-affect-sexual-health-during-and-beyond-treatment.aspx
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https://www.ajmc.com/view/dr-viral-shah-emphasizes-payer-s-role-in-patient-access-to-t1d-treatments
https://www.velonews.com/news/road/tadej-pogacar-announces-auction-of-diamond-encrusted-shoes-worn-on-final-stage-of-tour-de-france/
https://www.velonews.com/news/road/tadej-pogacar-announces-auction-of-diamond-encrusted-shoes-worn-on-final-stage-of-tour-de-france/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Inside Colorado’s Battle Against Rare Diseases 
 
In November 2021, the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical 
Campus—which includes UCHealth University of Colorado Hospital 
and Children’s Hospital Colorado (CHC)—was designated a Rare 
Disease Center of Excellence by the National Organization for Rare 
Disorders (NORD), the nation’s leading advocacy organization on rare 
diseases. 
 
 
“We’ve been doing rare disease work and research for decades, 
although it’s been happening in a way that’s not very structured across 
the campus,” says Matthew Taylor, director of adult clinical genetics 
at the CU School of Medicine. “Now that we have this center 
designation, we’ll be able to organize all of our rare disease services 
and be in a better position for patients to connect with us more easily.” 
 
Jennifer Taylor-Cousar, a pulmonologist at National Jewish Health 
[and professor of medicine at CU School of Medicine], knows how 
difficult it is for doctors to witness patients struggling to find 
medications. “These drugs can be very, very expensive, and we see a 
lot of patients fall through the cracks,” Taylor-Cousar says. “It’s 
incredibly hard to watch.” 
 
 
 
 
When Melissa Haendel began working as chief research informatics 
officer for CU Anschutz in April 2021, she took on a tough assignment: 
organizing every stakeholder in rare disease research into one 
cohesive unit. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gates Center of Regenerative Medicine at CU Anschutz has a 
strong research focus on finding therapies for EDS because of 
philanthropic support and the nationwide need for scientific 
advancement. That concentration includes a special care clinic where 
EDS patients can get individualized treatment. Dennis Roop, director 
of the Gates Center, says that a big part of the research involves 
finding the genetic basis of EDS. 
 
5280, August 2022 

https://www.5280.com/2022/08/inside-colorados-battle-against-rare-diseases/
https://medschool.cuanschutz.edu/gates-center-for-regenerative-medicine


 

What will stunt health system tech growth in the next 2 years 
 
Richard Zane. Chief Innovation Officer of UCHealth (Aurora, Colo.): 
The biggest challenge is going to be bending the cost curve, the 
regulatory curve and the adoption curves. 
 
Becker’s Health IT, July 29, 2022 
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