S

<

COLORADO

Colorado Department of
Human Services

Child Welfare Referral and
Assessment Process

COLORADO
-,.. w Department of Human Services



COLORADO REVISED STATUTE 19-3-304

Any person who has reasonable cause to know or suspect
« A child has been subjected to abuse or neglect

« Shall immediately upon receiving such information report or cause a report to
be made of such fact

 To the county department, local law enforcement agency, or through the child
abuse reporting hotline system




MAKING A REFERRAL

 Demographics
* Presenting problems
* Family strengths and supports

e SEN Referral-Plan of Safe Care Questions



WHAT HAPPENS AFTER SOMEONE CALLS A
CONCERN TO THE HOTLINE?

* Initial Review — determine if immediate response is required

 RED Team — dynamic group decision made based on referral
information, real time information from those present, and
background information

e Screened in — assessment assigned to social caseworker

* Screened out — record remains in state database system



REVIEW, EVALUATE, AND DIRECT

I Consultation and Infoermation Sharing Framework I
Reason for I Safety I
. afe
oaeferral: GENOGRAM/ECOMAP
g r Cultural considerations

e Detail re: incident({s)
Bringing the family to
the attention of the

agency. Impact on
child{ren).

e Pattern/history

I Risk Statements I 1

e Context of risk

Complicating Factors

~ Condition/behaviors
That contribute To
greater difficulty for
tThe family

OVON OO LW

~ Presence of research
based risk factors

[k

Lohrbach (2000

(Gray Area)

MNext Steps

= Actions of protection,
taken by the caregiver,
that mitigate the risk,
demonstrated over time

e Strengths demonstrated
as protection over time

Current Ranking

(Immediate Progress)
Safety/Protection

Strengths/Protective
Factors

Required

)

Dewvelopment of next steps
relevant to risk context

= What
-~ VWho
-~ Vihen
« EtTc.

Goal Statements

-~ Bottom lines

~ Enough safety to close

Partnering: Action w  family in their position:

- Assets, resources,
capacities within family,
individual /communiTy

~ Presence of research
based protective factors

Purpose/Focus of
Consultation

= WWhat is the
worker/tTeam
looking for in this
consult?

willingness, confidence, capacity




CRITERIA FOR ASSIGNING AN ASSESSMENT

County departments shall screen in and assign a referral for
assessment if it:

1. Contains specific allegations of known or suspected abuse
and/or neglect

2. Provides sufficient information to locate the alleged victim

3. ldentifies a victim under the age of eighteen (18)



COLORADO FAMILY SAFETY ASSESSMENT

Threshold Criteria:

1.Specific and observable threat
2.0ut-of-control
3.Child/youth is vulnerable to the threat of harm

4.Harm is likely to occur if not controlled

5.Potential for moderate to severe harm




CAREGIVER’S PROTECTIVE CAPACITY

Caregiver’s substance use:

What is the impact of substance use and the caregiver's
ability to supervise, protect, and/or care for the child/youth?

Does substance use prevent caregiver from being able to
adequately perform parental duties and responsibilities?

Drug use includes the use of prescription drugs, alcohol, and
traditional street drugs.



SAFETY INTERVENTION ANALYSIS

No current or impending danger to the child identified

Current or impending danger is controlled for through an in-
home safety plan with the family

Further intervention is necessary to manage identified
danger as the family’s actions do not control for all safety
threats and child may be placed in out-of-home care
temporarily



COLORADO OF CHILD WELFARE PRACTICE

Values and Focus Include:

e Safety, permanency, and well-being of children and youth

* Family engagement

* Appropriate evaluations to inform treatment plan goals

e Culturally responsive services
=
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Matt Holtman, VIS LGS\,
Suzy IVierris;vlS
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Matt.Holtman@state.co.us
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