
View in Browser

MARCH 2023
DIABETES DAY 2023

We are excited to announce that Diabetes Day will be on Friday 
March 24, 2023 from 9am-3:30pm in the Nighthorse Campbell 

Native Health Building - Shore Family Forum.

This year, Dr. Mark Atkinson from the University of Florida will be
our keynote speaker. 

RSVP TO ATTEND BY FOLLOWING THIS 
LINK: https://redcap.link/jxe70ncb

We are looking forward to connecting in person!

CONGRATULATIONS TO RACHEL 
FRIEDMAN, PHD - BACK TO BACK 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION!
Dr. Friedman received an award from the JDRF for her work on
"Defining human T cell-myeloid cell interactions in the islets"

In her own words she explains the impact of this award "Myeloid cells
are the most abundant immune cell type in non-diabetic and many 
type 1 diabetic human islets. Yet, there is a gap in knowledge about
functional subsets of myeloid cells in human islets in homeostasis 
and T1D, and how those islet myeloid subsets interact with T cells. 
We will use highly multiplexed tissue staining with detection by 
multiplexed ion beam imaging (MIBI) to identify and functionally 
characterize the myeloid cell populations and their interactions with T 
cells in human islets. These analyses will provide a framework to 
identify human islet myeloid populations that promote or curtail islet 
autoimmunity. 

This JDRF Innovative Grant will enable us to establish MIBI analysis 
of the human pancreas sections using a 40-stain panel to deeply 
characterize cell subsets, interactions, and their spatial localization 
within and around the pancreatic islets. We hope that this work will 
provide a backbone that will facilitate other investigators’ use of this 
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technology for diabetes research."

Dr. Friedman also received the "Spirit of nPOD Award" at the 15th
annual Annual nPOD Scientific meeting. The Network for Pancreatic 
Organ Donors with Diabetes (nPOD) is dedicated to helping type 1
diabetes investigators obtain donor tissues for research and fostering 
collaboration among investigators. The network is funded through
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, a non-profit organization, 
and is based at the University of Florida, where Webb-Robertson has
a joint appointment.  We are so proud of the many accomplishments 
of Dr. Friedman and all members of the DRC!

JANE REUSCH, MD, PhD 
HONORED AS RECIEPIENT OF 
2023 MAYO SOLEY AWARD BY 

THE WSCI AND WAP
The award, given to recognize outstanding research, is named 
after Mayo H. Soley, a co-founder of Western Society for Clinical 
Investigation who was recognized by his peers as a distinguished 
clinical scientist and also as a generous mentor to aspiring
colleagues. The annual award honors the lifetime achievement of 
outstanding medical researchers who are devoted to training 
junior investigators.

The Western Society for Clinical Investigation and Western 
Association of Physicians were founded to cultivate and enrich 
medical research in the western United States and western 
Canada. Its goal is to enhance the culture of academic medical 
research by encouraging promising young researchers and
scientists to pursue careers in academic medicine.

In her own words Dr. Reusch summarizes her commitment to the 
development of physician scientists, "Throughout my career I
have been dedicated to career development for physician 
scientists. The Western Medical Meetings (previously known as 
the Western Tri-societies meeting) is a regional meeting to
support medical student, fellow and junior faculty research. This is 
a general meeting across many medical fields where junior people
have a chance to give an oral presentation. I served as a 
counselor and chair for WAFMR and WSCI, national president of 
AFMR and worked diligently regionally and nationally on behalf of 
physician scientists and funding of translational research and 
translational scientists. "

CONGRATULATIONS TO 2022 DRC PILOT & FEASIBLITY 
AWARDEE, NIKKI FARNSWORTH, PhD - CO-RECIEPENT OF 

JDRF AWARD
Dr. Nikki Farnsworth, an Assistant Professor in Chemical and Biological Engineering at the Colorado School of 

Mines, and her collaborator Dr. Holger Russ at the University of Florida have received $900,000 from the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation to develop a targeted drug delivery system for the treatment and prevention of 
Type 1 Diabetes. This is a 3-year award that will investigate the translational potential of this novel therapy in

humanized animal models of type 1 diabetes. This award will expand on the current work of Drs. Farnsworth and 
Russ from the DRC Pilot and Feasibility Award.
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DR. PETER GOTTLIEB SELECTED AS 
MISSION CHAIR FOR JDRF DREAM GALA

Dr. Peter Gottlieb is an internationally recognized type 1 diabetes (T1D) clinician 
and scientist. On April 21, at the 2023 Dream Gala, JDRF is celebrating Dr.
Gottlieb’s remarkable impact on T1D research and the leadership role he has 
played throughout his career in T1D advancements.

Dr. Gottlieb serves as the Orr Family Endowed Chair in Adult Diabetes at the 
University of Colorado, Barbara Davis Center for Diabetes (BDC). He is Chair of
the Collaborative Mechanistic Studies Panel at TrialNet and a member of its 
Scientific Leadership Group.  Over the course of his career, he has been funded 
as both a Principal Investigator and Co-Investigator by organizations including 
JDRF, NIH, NIDDK, the Helmsley Charitable Trust and industry-sponsored
trials. A mentee of Dr. George Eisenbarth, Dr. Gottlieb is now himself an avid 
educator and reviewer, who mentors the next generation of scientists including 
several physicians at the Barbara Davis Center.

More information about this event can be found here.

DIABETES RESEARCH CENTER EVENTS 
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SPRING 2023 BDC & DRC DIABETES SPEAKER SERIES
Seminars will take place in person on Fridays at 12pm MT

All seminars will have a link provided for registration.

Questions? Contact:
Christy Vasey, christy.vasey@cuanschutz.edu , 303-724-9787
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUNDING

JDRF Australia and The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust
Two new RFPs, offering access to early-childhood clinical data and samples from the Global Platform for the
Prevention of Autoimmune Diabetes (GPPAD) and the Environmental Determinants of Islet Autoimmunity 
(ENDIA) study groups have been launched by long-term partners of the Helmsley Type 1 Diabetes Program. 
These precious resources are offered in conjunction with funding for pancreatic, immune, or metabolic research 
that may improve the understanding of T1D pathogenesis.  More information can be found at the links below.

Letters of intent due April 7th for both RFPs.

More information can be found here

Click Here to see all current JDRF RFAs

RFA-DK-21-030: New Investigator Gateway Awards for Collaborative T1D 
Research (R03 Clinical Trial Not Allowed)
Application due date: 03/20/2023
Note: Foreign applications are not eligible

More information can be found here.
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Click Here to see all current NIH NIDDK RFAs

Click here to see current CU INTERNAL Limited Submission Funding Opportunities

Have you considered using a DRC core service?
The DRC contains four biomedical cores that provide services and resources to DRC investigators. These cores

are designed to facilitate and broaden CU Denver DRC research by expanding access to shared equipment, 
enhancing availability and training for emerging technologies, and allowing scientists to have greater access to 

clinical tissue and data.

Cell and Tissue Analysis
Access to state-of-the-art multi-color 
confocal microscopy, flow cytometry 

analysis and cell sorting services, and 
expert assistance for mass cytometry 
and ion-beam imaging technologies.

Learn More about Cell
& Tissue Analysis

Clinical Resources
Access to an integrated, campus-
wide, research registry enabling

informatics-based clinical studies.

Learn More about our
Clinical Resources

Disease Modeling
Access and training in stem cell 
technologies for in vitro human
disease modeling of diabetes & 

molecular core services.

Learn More about 
Disease Modeling

Tissue Procurement &
Processing

Access to islet isolation and 
transplantation services along with 
access to commonly used cell lines

and diabetes-related histology
techniques.

Learn More about 
Tissue Procurement &

Processing

Click Here to Follow us on Twitter

Want us to feature you or a colleague on an
upcoming DRC newsletter? Have an 

important research update? 

Click Here to Submit a Story to the DRC Monthly
Newsletter

Please remember to acknowledge support from the University of Colorado Diabetes 
Research Center and our associated cores by referencing NIDDK grant #P30-DK116073 

in your presentations and publications.

Click here to visit the DRC Website Click Here to Subscribe to this Newsletter

Page 7 of 8

3/6/2023mhtml:file://C:\Users\woodslis\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Out...



Contact Lisbel.Woods@CUAnschutz.edu with any questions or feedback about this newsletter

This email was sent to: lisbel.woods@cuanschutz.edu
This email was sent by the University of Colorado 

Manage your email preferences | Update your contact information
Your CU ID:003f400000mHsmqAAC 
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