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 2025 CU DRC Diabetes Day
AGENDA
Friday, March 21, 2025 @ Shore Family Forum

8:15 – 8:45 am	Registration

8:45 – 9:00 am	Welcome message by Dr. Lori Sussel, Director of CU Diabetes Research Center, Research Director of BDC

[bookmark: _Hlk192841408]Session 1 Chair: Lena Cedrone, PhD Candidate, Immunology, CU Anschutz

9:00 – 9:30 am	Hybrid Insulin Peptides in the Pathogenesis of Type 1 Diabetes 
Thomas Delong, PhD, Associate Professor, School of Pharmacy
	
9:30 – 10:00 am	Islet Autoantibodies in the Prediction of Type 1 Diabetes
Liping Yu, MD, Associate Professor – Research, Barbara Davis Center

10:00 – 10:15 am	Abstract 1: From Tolerance to Pathogenesis: Exploring the BND1 to BND2 Developmental Pathway
Brandon Hilliard, PhD student, Immunology, CU Anschutz

10:15 – 10:30 am	Abstract 2: Particle Shape Modulates Macrophage Phenotype: Insights for Cell-Mediated Drug Delivery Systems
 			Matt Kwan, PhD student, Materials Science & Engineering, CU Boulder

10:30 – 11:10 am	Coffee break and Posters (Part 1)

[bookmark: _Hlk192841685]Session 2 Chair: Dylan Sarbaugh, Graduate Student, Sussel Lab, CU Anschutz

11:10 – 11:40 am	Gene Regulatory Mechanisms in Pancreatic Islet Formation During In Vitro Directed Differentiation
Han Zhu, PhD, Assistant Professor, Barbara Davis Center	

11:40 – 11:55 am	Abstract 3: Gap Junction Coupling in Pancreatic Islets: A Critical Role for Delta Cells in Regulating Islet Activity
Carissa Birznieks, PhD student, Integrated Physiology, CU Anschutz

11:55 – 12:10 pm	Abstract 4: Targeting Endogenous Fructose Production in the CNS to Prevent Cognitive Decline 
James Eric Hassell Jr, Postdoc fellow, Endocrinology, Metabolism & Diabetes, CU Anschutz

12:10 – 1:15 pm 	Lunch and Posters (Part 2)         







Session 3 Chair: Bridget Alexander, PhD Candidate, Smith Lab, CU Anschutz

1:15 – 1:45 pm	Glucose Metabolism Primes Lipogenesis in the β-cell through Epigenomic Signaling
Matt Wortham, PhD, Assistant Professor, Barbara Davis Center

1:45 – 2:15 pm	B cell Signatures in Type 1 Diabetes: A Multi-modal Analysis of BCR, Transcriptional, and Functional Properties
Kristen Wells, PhD, Assistant Professor, Barbara Davis Center

2:15 – 2:30 pm	Abstract 5: Genetic Modulation of Islets Using Cationic Nanobubble/ Nanoplasmid Conjugates
 			Katie Hartmoore, PhD student, Bioengineering, CU Anschutz

2:30 – 2:45 pm	Abstract 6: Placental Small Extracellular Vesicles Contribute to Fetal Pancreatic β cell Dysfunction in Obese Women Delivering LGA Babies
Fredrick Rosario-Joseph, Assistant Professor, OB/GYN, CU Anschutz

2:45 – 3:00 pm      	Break (Judges’ Discussion)

Keynote Lecture Chair: Dr. Maki Nakayama, Professor, Barbara Davis Center Research Center

3:00 – 4:00 pm	Dissection and Manipulation of the CD8 T Cell Response in Type 1 Diabetes
Keynote speech by Dr. Teresa P. DiLorenzo, Professor in the Department of Microbiology & Immunology, Albert Einstein College of Medicine
	
4:00 – 4:15 pm	Presentation of prizes & memorial plaque 
          

# End of Program #
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