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Design Basics

Setting the Stage

Make an Impression

AGENDA

Poster Design



FONT
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Research suggests Sans Serif fonts

•Arial

•Verdana

•Tahoma

• Microsoft Sans Serif
.

Use large font when possible & consider 

breaking up slides if font is very small
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40 Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
32 Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
28 Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
24 And summer’s lease hath all too short a date; - Headers
20 Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
18 And often is his gold complexion dimm’d; - Tables/Figures
16 And every fair from fair sometime declines,
14 By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d; - Bare minimum
12 But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
10 Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;
8 Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,
6 When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:
4 So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
2 So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.



COLOR
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Use high contrast colors

Avoid using red-green 

(most common color blindness)



THINK LOGISTICS
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Consider the presentation venue 

• Will there be lights on that could wash out the screen? 

• How big is the expected audience? 

• Is the screen big or small for the size of the room?



WHAT MAKES A GREAT PRESENTATION?
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GOOD WHAT

GREAT WHY



TELL A STORY
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• Title/Authors

• Background

B E G I N N I N G

• Methods

• Results

M I D D L E

• Conclusions

• Future 
Directions

• Thank You

E N D



BACKGROUND
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Try to find the balance of not 

too much and not too little

Keep your audience from 

getting lost!



GIVING CONTEXT
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WHAT do people need to know to 

understand your presentation?

WHY have you done this work? 

HOW does it make an impact?



CONSIDER YOUR AUDIENCE
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How much does the average audience member know?



PRACTICE
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Practice in front of someone unfamiliar with 

your presentation topic
.

Ask for feedback:

• Do things make sense?

• Parts that could be more clear?

• Does it flow?



REVISE!
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Don’t expect it to be perfect 

the first time around!



MAKE AN 

IMPRESSION
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STYLE
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❑ Play to your strengths

❑ Consider your “brand”

❑ Add interest, but top priority is being clear
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Present your data in a visually 

meaningful way.

25%



GRAPHS

17

6

10
12

7
8 8

12

18
20

16

10
9

0

5

10

15

20

1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade

Favorite Donut

Glazed Chocolate Sprinkle

6

10
12

78 8

12

18
20

16

10 9

-2

3

8

13

18

1st 2nd 3rd 4th

Favorite Donut

Glazed Chocolate Sprinkle



BAD SLIDE 

EXAMPLES
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Our Results
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Demograph

ics

Control 

(n=51)

Treatment 

(n=48)

Age 14.2 (+/-

1.4)

14.5 (+/-

0.8)

Gender

Male 25 (49.0%) 23 (47.9%)

Race

White 32 (62.7%) 35 (72.9%)

Black 12 (23.5%) 9 (18.8%)

Other 7 (13.7%) 4 (8.3%)

• We had about the same number of 

subjects in each group, control n = 51, 

treatment n = 48.

• Our population had a roughly equal split in 

gender in both the control and treatment 

groups.

• The population was majority white in both 

groups.

• In both groups, the average age was 

around 14.
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Control Treatment
Age 14.2 (+/- 1.4) 14.5 (+/- 0.8)

Gender

Male 25 (49.0%) 23 (47.9%)

Race

White 32 (62.7%) 35 (72.9%)

Black 12 (23.5%) 9 (18.8%)

Other 7 (13.7%) 4 (8.3%)

CONTROL N = 51, TREATMENT N = 48.
.

THE POPULATION WAS MAJORITY 

WHITE IN BOTH GROUPS.
.

IN BOTH GROUPS, THE AVERAGE AGE 

WAS AROUND 14.



POSTERS
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MAKING A POSTER
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• Customize slide size to poster size 

(Design tab)

• Use a template of boxes to keep clean 

lines

• Use rulers and gridlines to double 

check alignment
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36x36

FORMATTING
A  POSTER

• Use high resolution (300+ dpi) & full-color 

images (.jpeg, .png)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWC6IFN-fOU

• 3-4 figures or tables

• Text size:

✓ Title – 50+ pt

✓ Headers – 36+ pt

✓ Bodies of text - 24+ pt

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWC6IFN-fOU
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POSTER 

SECTIONS
✓ Background

✓ Objective

✓ Methods

✓ Results

✓ Conclusions

✓ Implications

✓ Disclosures

36x48
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THANK YOU

S a m a n t h a  W i l s o n ,  M S

Samantha.Wilson@cuanschutz.edu
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