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Six key ideas about 
health care in the US

• We have a market, not a system
• We have failed to deliver public health.  

What we do is ineffective and unaffordable.
• It doesn’t matter who pays for health care. 

– What matters is what services we supply to 
everyone. 

– The services we supply (or fail to supply) to 
everyone determine effectiveness and costs.

– (It’s the denominator…..)
• The market spends $750 million a year to 

keep things as they are.  That’s bad for 
health care.  And worse for democracy.

• It’s time to stop admiring the problem.
• No one is in charge



Health care in 
the US is off 

the rails

$5 trillion a year, of 
which $2.5 trillion 
is unnecessary or 

wasted

Twice the cost of 
the average of 

other industrialized 
nations

Public health 
outcomes that rank 
the US 30th-50th in 

the world

Outrageous 
disparities by race 

and income



It will take a 
social 

movement to 
fix the health 

care mess

• The history of the US is a history of social movements to fix 
our most difficult social problems
– The Abolitionist Movement
– The Movement for Women’s Suffrage
– The Labor Union Movement
– The Civil Rights Movement
– The Antiwar Movement



Primary Care for All 
Americans is that social 

movement

• To build a health care system for the US 
that is for people, not for profit.

• That starts by bringing robust primary 
care to everyone, in every American 
neighborhood and community.



Prim a ry Ca re

Primary care is having a trained and experienced clinical 

t e am, and  one  p e rson, often a d oc tor b ut  some t imes  a 

nurse  p rac t it ione r, p hys ic ian’s  ass is tant  or c ommunity 

health worke r, who knows and  like s  you, and  knows  your 

family, c ommunity, and  ab out  your life , who you c an t rus t  

to he lp  you with any and  all p rob lems  ab out  your health 

and  we ll- b e ing, and  who will work with your te am ro te ll you 

ab out  the  things  that  will keep  you healthy, remind  you 

ab out  those  things  and  he lp  you to to ge t  them d one . 



Why primary 
care?

Primary care is an essential service that everyone 
needs

Primary care is affordable – it now costs about 
$700 per person per year, or about the same as 
police and fire protection, or the cost of 
electricity, or roads.

Primary care is the only medical service that has 
been proven to improve public health outcomes, 
and lower health care costs for employers and 
consumers.



How Will We Build a 
Social Movement?

• We’ll involve thousands of p eop le  in 
eve ry s tate

• And  s tart  working in firs t  25 , then 10 0  
c ommunit ie s .  Then 10 0 0  c ommunit ie s .

• While  we  work at  the  s tate  to 
quadruple the  numb er of health 
worke rs  of all s t rip e s  who c an ge t  
p rimary c are  to all

• We’ll t ry to c hange  how Med ic aid  p ays  
for p rimary c are

• AND THEN talk to Congre ss





If you can see the 
invisible, you can do the 
impossible …

+ Bernard Lown, M.D.
+ Co-recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985
+ For co-founding International Physicians to 
Prevent Nuclear War



Primary Care for All Americans

• Go to our website

•www.primarycareforal
lamericans.org

• Join us !
• Volunteer!
• DONATE

http://www.primarycarefor/
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