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Colorado’s Children in Need:

Health Care for Youth in Foster Care

Children removed from their families and placed in foster care often have little stability, contributing to lower
graduation rates and higher incarceration rates. They also have higher rates of diagnoses for physical, chronic,
and behavioral health complexities compared to children not in foster care, as found by a study conducted

by the Farley Health Policy Center. The study compared a group of 34,971 children in foster care 269,470
Medicaid-enrolled children between July 2011and June 2020. Key findings from the study are shared below.
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£ when you are taken into the system, you are removed from a situation you’re comfortable with.
The isolation starts out right away, even when you are surrounded by caseworkers, judges, foster
parents, staff. You can be surrounded by people and still feel completely alone and alienated and lost.”

— Mitch Devito, former youth in Colorado’s foster care system*
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