
M H A  F A C U L T Y  N E W S  
P A G E  1

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T
P A G E  2

“ G O O D  N E W S ! ”  S E C T I O N
P A G E S  3 - 6 !

H E A R T  &  B R A I N  L A U G H S
P A G E  7

What's inside this issue:

T H E  P L E X U S  P O S T

M A R C H  2 0 2 5  |  V O L .  3 ,  I S S U E  2

A N  A L U M N I  N E W S L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  
M O D E R N  H U M A N  A N A T O M Y  P R O G R A M

HELLO,  MHA FAM!

The MHA program just completed our 5 Year

Program Evaluation and it was a time of thoughtful

reflection for the MHA team. Tracking the

accomplishments of our alumni is one of our greatest

joys and we celebrate your journeys both

professionally and personally. We are humbled to be

part of that journey and appreciate the contributions

each of you made and continue to make to the MHA

program and community.

The MHA program
has 198 alumni

with more
graduates on the
way this spring!

W E  D I D  A  T H I N G

Thanks to amazing videography and editing by

Hanna Kim in the School of Dental Medicine and a

team of MHA student and faculty volunteers, we

have a new MHA promotional video! Check it out on

our MHA homepage or on YouTube: Link to MHA

video

Please share this video to help promote our program

and to answer really pesky people who ask you, “Why

is it called MODERN human anatomy?”

https://youtu.be/mrgmfzeHWKA?si=3Yf-XmV6EAkV2nPQ
https://youtu.be/mrgmfzeHWKA?si=3Yf-XmV6EAkV2nPQ
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Dr. Lee promoted to full professor!

From Dr. Lee

D r .  L e e  j o i n e d  C U - A n s c h u t z  a n d  t h e  M o d e r n  H u m a n  A n a t o m y  P r o g r a m  i n  A u g u s t
2 0 1 2 .  D r .  L e e  l i k e l y  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  s h e  w a s  g e t t i n g  i n t o !  S h e  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
s h a p i n g  t h e  M H A  c u r r i c u l u m  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t ,  t e a c h i n g  c o r e  a n a t o m i c a l  s c i e n c e s
c o u r s e s ,  m e n t o r i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  m e n t o r i n g  M H A  f a c u l t y .  C a n  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  D r .
L e e  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  3 2  c a p s t o n e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  s p o n s o r e d  3 7  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t u d y
p r o j e c t s ,  l e d  t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  C o m m i t t e e  t w i c e  ( a n d  s t i l l  i s ! ) ,  s e r v e s  o n  t h e  F i n a n c e
C o m m i t t e e ,  A N D  m a i n t a i n s  c o u r s e  d i r e c t o r s h i p  o f  H u m a n  E m b r y o l o g y  a n d  A d v a n c e d
T e a c h i n g  i n  A n a t o m i c a l  S c i e n c e s ! ? ! ?  A n d  t h i s  i s  j u s t  M H A  s t u f f  -  t h i s  d o e s n ’ t  e v e n
t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  h e r  e x t e n s i v e  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  h e r  m u l t i p l e  b o o k
a u t h o r s h i p s ,  h e r  D a V i n c i  A c a d e m y  H i s t o l o g y  C o u r s e ,  L e e ’ s  H i s t o l o g y  v i r t u a l
h i s t o l o g y  g u i d e ,  a n d  e v e n  m o r e  -  w h e w ,  i t ’ s  e x h a u s t i n g  j u s t  t y p i n g  t h i s !   N e e d l e s s
t o  s a y ,  D r .  L e e  i s  w e l l  d e s e r v i n g  o f  h e r  p r o m o t i o n  t o  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  w e  c e l e b r a t e  a l l
s h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  a c c o m p l i s h e d !     

“ T h i s  c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  M H A
a n d  i t s  i n c r e d i b l e  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  t h e

y e a r s ,  w h o  h a v e  i n s p i r e d  a n d  t a u g h t  m e  t o  b e  a
b e t t e r  v e r s i o n  o f  m y s e l f  e v e r y  d a y .  I  a m  g r a t e f u l

f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  e n j o y  m y  w o r k ,  h a v e  f u n  d o i n g
i t  ( m o s t  d a y s ) ,  a n d  o p e r a t e  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t

v a l u e s  h o l i s t i c  h u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I  w i s h  t h e  s a m e
f u l f i l l m e n t  f o r  e v e r y o n e  a n d  h o p e  t o  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f

s u p p o r t  i n  t h e i r  p u r s u i t .  L L F u l l P r o f  🙂 “



MARISSA HIGHT,  CLASS OF 2021
Senior Medical Visualization Engineer, Axial3

What is your favorite memory from MHA? 

Actually gross anatomy dissection during COVID! While it wasn't the same as before I loved being

able to dissect with my best friends and learn alongside them both in the cadaver lab and the

summer research we did together. The enjoyment became endless with Dr. Lohman, Dr. Lee, and our

group and I will always cherish the knowledge I absorbed during that time.

How do you use anatomy in your current career/life? 

EVERY day ALL day! I work with every anatomy anomaly/abnormality out there with my job and we

see numerous new CTs/MRIs constantly that I know will never stop surprising me on how our bodies

can adapt and change.

What is your current position/job and title and what do you love most about your career?

I work remotely as a Senior Medical Visualization Engineer for Axial3D based out of Belfast, Ireland. I

lead our US production to create patient-specific 3D anatomy models whether that be 3D files like

STLs/OBJs, animated/virtually painted, or 3D printed models to mimic the actual organ tissue. I adore

my job! Each day is a new challenge with new complex anatomy and it's usually a time crunch to

make it to the surgeon/medical device company on time. I am truly never bored and my coworkers

are phenomenal.

What kind of changes do you anticipate in your field in the next 5-10 years?

I anticipate high levels of growth as the medical field expands even further to integrate 3D

rendering/imaging of patient-specific anatomies as part of patient care, patient education, and pre-

surgical planning.

If you could transport yourself to Denver/Aurora right now, what’s the first thing you would do?

Pop in to see everyone I miss dearly! It's harder being further away now and missing out on all the fun

and incredible resources that our professors were. I truly couldn't thank them enough for EVERYTHING

they did. I wouldn't be anywhere I am without them <3

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
5 QUESTIONS WITH OUR FEATURED ALUMNI
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Images: original illustration by Marissa (top left), Marissa

visiting Dublin “office” (top center), at conference with

Axial 3D (top right), Marissa’s models at Axial 3d (right

sidebar)
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R a c h e l  K l a u s  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 7 )  a n d
N i c k y  E v a n s  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 8 )  g o t
e n g a g e d !  R a c h e l  j u s t  g r a d u a t e d

f r o m  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  S c h o o l  a n d
N i c k y  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  p e d i a t r i c

d e n t i s t r y  r e s i d e n c y .  T h e y  w i l l  b e
m o v i n g  b a c k  t o  C o l o r a d o  w i t h  t h e i r

f l u f f - b a l l ,  H e n l e .

C o d y  B u o n g i o r n o  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 )
“ I ’ m  g r a d u a t i n g  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  i n  M a y !
M y  w i f e  a n d  I  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  w e l c o m e
o u r  s e c o n d  d a u g h t e r  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ! ”
C o d y  i s  a  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  a t  R o c k y

V i s t a  U n i v e r s i t y .
 

A n g e l i q u e  D u e ñ a s
( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 8 )
“ M y  g o o d  n e w s  i s  I
g o t  e n g a g e d  i n
D e c e m b e r !  W e  m e t
i n  C h i c a g o  ( o u r
c u r r e n t  h o m e ) ,
w h e r e  I ’ m  w o r k i n g
f o r  N o r t h w e s t e r n
F e i n b e r g  S c h o o l  o f
M e d i c i n e .  H e ’ s  a
s o f t w a r e  e n g i n e e r ,
b u t  i s  a l w a y s  v e r y
c o o l  w i t h  t h e
a n a t o m y  /  a c a d e m i c
l i f e  ( i n c l u d i n g
l e t t i n g  m y  s t u d e n t s
c a l l  h i m  M r  D r  D ) ! ”
A n g e l i q u e  i s  a n
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r .

 

M a r i s s a  H i g h t  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 1 )
“ I  a m  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  s p o t . . .

B U T . . . . .  I  g o t  e n g a g e d !  W e d d i n g  t o
c o m e  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r ! ”   M a r i s s a  i s

S e n i o r  M e d i c a l  V i s u a l i z a t i o n  E n g i n e e r
a t  A x i a l 3 D  i n  B e l f a s t ,  I r e l a n d .

 

A t h e n a  C l e m e n s  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 9 )
“ I  h a v e  a  d a u g h t e r  n o w  -  s h e  i s  1 8

m o n t h s  a n d  t h e  l i g h t  o f  m y  l i f e .
A N N N N D  w e  a r e  b a c k  i n  C o l o r a d o . ”

A t h e n a  i s  a  P e d i a t r i c  N e u r o l o g y
R e s i d e n t  P h y s i c i a n  a t  C h i l d r e n ' s

H o s p i t a l  C o l o r a d o .
 



 S a m  H u n t  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 8 )  
“ I  w i l l  s t a r t  a  p u l m o n a r y  a n d  c r i t i c a l
c a r e  f e l l o w s h i p  i n  P o r t l a n d  M a i n e ! ”

S a m  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a n  I n t e r n a l
M e d i c i n e  R e s i d e n t  w i t h  V A  P a c i f i c

I s l a n d s  a t  T r i p l e r  A r m y  M e d i c a l
C e n t e r .  

K e a n a n  S a t h e r  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 4 )   
“ S t a r t e d  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  O c t o b e r  a t

U C  H e a l t h  a s  a  G r o s s  R o o m
T e c h n i c i a n  H e a l t h c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l . ”   

"GOOD NEWS!" SECTION
E V E N  M O R E  G O O D  N E W S !
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 L a u r a  W e i n k l e  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 7 )  
“ T h i s  s u m m e r  I ’ m  e x c i t e d  t o  b e

c e l e b r a t i n g  m y  s e v e n t h  y e a r  w o r k i n g  f o r
T o l t e c h .  I t ’ s  b e e n  a n  i n c r e d i b l e

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e l p  ( r e ) d e f i n e  t h e
c u s t o m e r  s u c c e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e
T o l t e c h  s u i t e  o f  p r o d u c t s ,  u t i l i z i n g  m y

m a s t e r s  o f  m o d e r n  h u m a n  a n a t o m y  a n d
t e a c h i n g  t r a c k  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  w a y s  I
n e v e r  d r e a m e d  o f .  A d d e d  b o n u s :  t h i s

s u m m e r ,  T o l t e c h  w i l l  h o s t  o u r  a n n u a l  u s e r
m e e t i n g  w i t h  D r . S t a b i o  a n d  t h e  M H A

p r o g r a m  a t  C U A M C .  S o  g r a t e f u l  t o  b e
p a r t  o f  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  c o m m u n i t y  😃”

L a u r a  i s  D i r e c t o r  o f  C u s t o m e r  S u c c e s s  &
A n a t o m i s t  a t  T o l t e c h .

 

L i s a  H i r t  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 )
“ I  p a s s e d  m y  c o m p s  e x a m  l a s t  M a y !

T h i s  m e a n s  I  a m  a  P h D  c a n d i d a t e  a n d
n o  l o n g e r  a  P h D  s t u d e n t .  A K A  I

b a s i c a l l y  p a s s e d  m y  M a s t e r ' s  p o r t i o n
o f  t h e  P h D  p r o g r a m  a n d  n o w  I  c a n  g o

f i n i s h  m y  P h D . ”   A n d  m o r e
h e a r t w a r m i n g  n e w s ,  “ T h e  s e c o n d  y e a r

b u d d y  I  w a s  p a i r e d  w i t h  w h e n  I
s t a r t e d  M H A ,  M e r e d i t h ,  a n d  I  a r e  s t i l l

b e s t i e s . ”
L i s a  i s  a  P h D  c a n d i d a t e ,  i n  t h e

N e u r o s c i e n c e  p r o g r a m  a t  C U
A n s c h u t z .   

W y a t t  C o l l o t y  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 )  
“ I  r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  m y  c l i n i c a l

y e a r  a t  L o m a  L i n d a  U n i v e r s i t y ' s
P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t  p r o g r a m !  F o r
m y  f i r s t  r o t a t i o n  t h e y  t h r e w  m e

s t r a i g h t  i n t o  s u r g e r y .  I  l o v e d  i t !  I
g o t  t o  u s e  m y  a n a t o m y  k n o w l e d g e

a l m o s t  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  f e l t  s o
c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e  O R .  M y

c l a s s m a t e s  a n d  I  c a n ' t  w a i t  t o
g r a d u a t e  i n  D e c e m b e r !



L i n d s e y  M i l g r o m  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 )  
I ’ m  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  o n  M a r c h  2 2 !  A
f e w  a l u m n i  w i l l  b e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  I
c o u l d n ’ t  b e  m o r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  h a v e

m a d e  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s  a t  M H A  ( a n d  t o
b e  m a r r y i n g  t h e  l o v e  o f  m y  l i f e ) . ”

L i n d s e y  i s  a  P a t h o l o g i s t s ’  A s s i s t a n t
( P A - A S C P )  a t  H o u s t o n  M e t h o d i s t

H o s p i t a l  -  T e x a s  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r .  

B e t h a n y  H a y e s ,  n é e  N e i g h b o r s
( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 6 )  

M y  f a m i l y  a n d  I  m o v e d  b a c k  t o
C o l o r a d o  l a s t  y e a r ,  w e  a r e  a b o u t  t o

c e l e b r a t e  o u r  t w i n s ’  5 t h  b i r t h d a y ,  a n d
I  a m  h a p p i l y  w o r k i n g  a s  a  P h y s i c a l

T h e r a p i s t  i n  C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s ! ”
B e t h a n y  i s  a  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t  a t

S e l e c t  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y .

C a n a a n  K e r r  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 1 )  
“ I ’ m  f i n i s h i n g  u p  m y  t h i r d  y e a r  o f

m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  h e r e  a t  L o y o l a
U n i v e r s i t y  C h i c a g o  a n d  w i l l  b e  a p p l y i n g

t o  r e s i d e n c y  i n  P h y s i c a l  M e d i c i n e  a n d
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t h i s  f a l l !  I ’ m  e x c i t e d  t o

a p p l y  m y  l o v e  f o r  a n a t o m y  e v e r y  d a y  o f
m y  c a r e e r  t o  s u p p o r t  p a t i e n t s  i n

r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  s e r i o u s
i n j u r i e s / i l l n e s s e s ,  m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  p a i n ,

a n d  o p t i m i z i n g  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n .  T h a n k
y o u  M H A  f o r  s p a r k i n g  t h e  p a s s i o n  I

d i d n ’ t  k n o w  I  h a d ! ”   
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T y l e r  J o h n s o n  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 )
 “ F i n i s h i n g  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  i n  O r e g o n  i n
M a y .  M a t c h e d  i n t o  a  g e n e r a l  i n t e r n s h i p
n e x t  y e a r  a t  T r a v i s  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e / U C
D a v i s  i n  N o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ! ”   T y l e r  i s

a  4 t h  y e a r  m e d i c a l  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t / A i r
F o r c e  2 n d  L i e u t e n a n t  ( s o o n  t o  b e

C a p t a i n ) .
 



"GOOD NEWS!" SECTION
E V E N  M O R E  G O O D  N E W S !

Page 6

C o n n e r  S e c o r a  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 1 )  
“ A p p l i e d  t o  I n t e r n a l  M e d i c i n e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  M a t c h  D a y !  B e e n
d o i n g  a  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  t u t o r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  w e i r d l y  s p a c i o u s
s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  4 t h  y e a r ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  S O  M U C H  o f
w h a t  I  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  t r a c k  o f  M H A  t h a t  i s  n o t
t a u g h t  i n  m e d  s c h o o l ! ”  P i c t u r e d  a t  l e f t  a r e  C o n n e r ’ s  s o n s ,
L u c a  a n d  N o a h .  C o n n e r  i s  a  4 t h  y e a r  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  a t  C U -
A n s c h u t z .

N a d i r a  M a t i n  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 9 )  
“ M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  a r e  e x p e c t i n g  I  a m

n o w  o f f i c i a l l y  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  w a y  t h r o u g h
m y  p e d i a t r i c  r e s i d e n c y !  O u r  f i r s t  c h i l d  i s

d u e  t h i s  m o n t h ! ”  N a d i r a  i s  a  R e s i d e n t
P h y s i c i a n  a t  D a r t m o u t h  H e a l t h .

E r i c  E i n e r s o n  ( C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 1 )  
“ I  a m  o f f i c i a l l y  m o v i n g  b a c k  t o  M a d i s o n ,  W I  i n  A u g u s t  o f  t h i s  y e a r  ( I ' v e  b e e n  i n

C o l o r a d o  s i n c e  j o i n i n g  M H A  i n  2 0 1 8 ) !  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  b a c k  i n t o  t h e
M i d w e s t  b a l l r o o m  c o m p e t i t i o n  c i r c u i t  a n d  c o m p e t i n g  l i k e l y  a b o u t  6  t i m e s  p e r

y e a r  o r  s o .  T h i s  i s  h u g e  f o r  m e  s i n c e  b a l l r o o m  h a s  b e e n  a n  e n o r m o u s  p a r t  o f  m y
l i f e  s i n c e  s t a r t i n g  i t  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  a n d  t h e  M i d w e s t  b a l l r o o m  c o m p e t i t i o n  c i r c u i t  i s
a w e s o m e !  I ' m  c e r t a i n l y  g o i n g  t o  m i s s  m y  s t u d i o  i n  L i t t l e t o n  t h a t  I ' v e  b e e n  a t

s i n c e  2 0 1 8  ( C o l o r a d o  D a n c e s p o r t ,  w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f r i e n d l i e s t ,  m o s t  t a l e n t e d
b a l l r o o m  g r o u p s  I ' v e  e x p e r i e n c e d ) ,  b u t  I ' m  p u m p e d  t o  s t a r t  c o m p e t i n g  a c r o s s

t h e  M i d w e s t  a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  w i t h  m y  o l d  M a d i s o n  t e a m . ”  A n d
“ I ' v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  a s  a  s o f t w a r e  d e v e l o p e r  f o r  2 . 5  y e a r s  n o w ,  a n d  I  s t i l l  l o v e

i t ! “  E r i c  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  S o f t w a r e  E n g i n e e r  f o r  A c a d e m i c  A n a l y t i c s  L L C .
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