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NORC News: October 2025

From the Director: Paul Maclean, PhD

Great News! We received the notice of award for the Colorado
Mutrition Obesity Research Center (P30 DKO483520) last month, which
indicates that our center was renewed and will be funded through
2020. This center grant will bring in $5.85 million over the next 3
yaars to support nutrition and obesity research in the Rocky Mountain
region. A big thanks goes to all of our core and program leaders, our
administrative staff, and, most importantly, all of the faculty and
trainees in our research base, for their contributions to the
competitive renewal of this award this past year.

In this quarter’s issue of NORCNews, please pay particular attention to the new IMPACT pilot
program sponsored by the Clinical Intervention & Translation core, which is connecting our
research base to the expertise and resources of Adult & Child Center for Dutcomes Research &
Delivery Science (ACCORDS). Also, read about how you can nominate your friends and
colleagues for this years MORC Awards!! Mominations are open through the end of the manth.

Quick Announcements

# Save the Date! AHWC/NORC Employee Appreciation Event w/ NORC Awards
Announcement - Thursday, December 4th 2023, Spm, at T-Street Kitchen in the AHSB
= ODbesityWeek® - November 4th-Tth 2025
= Mational NORC Director's Meeting - November T4th 2023
o Mew Naticnal NORC Coordinating Center at University of Kansas Medical Center



Faculty Highlight:
Monica Pere.g Ju‘gs, PhD

Dr. Pérez Jolles is an Associate Professor in the CU
Department of Pediatrics and faculty in the Dissemination and
Implementation (D&1) Science Core at the Adult and Child
Center fior Health Qutcomes Research and Delivery Science
{ACCORDS). Since joining UCD in 2022, she has provided
ongaing consultations and training to scientist 2cross CaMpUs.
Dr. Perez Jolles is also a Research Affilizte at the Gehr Family
Center fior Hezlth Systems Science, University of Southemn
California, and a Research Fellow at the Cecil G. Sheps Center
for Health Sarvices Research, UNC-Chapel Hill.

Manica obtained her PhD in Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health at UNC-
Chapel Hill, and received a pre and postdoctoral HRSA T32 training feflowship on Health Services
Reeearch. She is also a former fellow from the leading D& training fellowship at the
Implementation Research Institute (IRI), Center for Mental Health Services Research, Washington
University in 5t Louis. MO. Dr. Pérez Jolles currently serves in national leadership roles in the field
of D&, including serving a& the Chair of the Implementation of Compbex,/Muitileve! Interventions
action group hosted by the Consortium for Cancer Implementation Science (CCIS), and the Chair
of the Society for Implementation Science Collaboration (SIRC) 2026 Conference. Her DEI
consultations and cross-cutting research agenda includes the areas of obesity, mental health,
cancer and pediatric research.

Monica draws from complex systems and implementation science methods and frameworks,
such as EPIS and PRISM/RE-AIM, to align interventions to local contexts, and from collaborative
engagement approaches such as implementation and process service mapping (including Failure
Mode and Effect Analysis), prioritization exercises, and Co-creation workshops. She has applied
the concepts of Core Functions and Forms to implementing multi-level interventions with fidefity
to function and contextually tailored strategies. Her contributions are based on over a decade of
experience as a health services and implementation scientist, working in partnership with
Federally Qualified Health Center systems, community partners, healthcare professionals and
researchers to close the health gap through team-based science. Monica also teaches in the DEI
Certificate at ACCORDS and mentors clinician and PhD scientists seeking to integrate DEl and

partner engagement in their research efforts to increase the uptake, impact and sustanability of
interventions.

In her most recent role, Dr. Perez Jolles will lead the D&l mentoring and support program at NORC
and will serve as & fizison between the center and ACCORDS with the goal of supporting members
efforts to design and evaluate nutrition/ocbesity interventions for successful implementation and
increased uptake, impact, and sustainability in reallife settings.

Outside of work, Monica enjoys training to run two half-marathons per year, traveling, hiking and
spending time with her husband and two dogs.



NORC Retreat 2025

Our 2025 NORC Retreat was held in the
Donzld E. Eliman Conference Center on
Monday, October 6th. We had an attendance
this year of over 90 attendees, with the
majority coming from CU Anschutz, CU
Bouwlder and Colerado State University. Over
25 of our attendees were not already
members of the Colorado NORC. We are
excited to include these individuals as new
NORC members!

We received 13 incredible poster
submissions this year! Thank you to all of
our poster presenters for showcasing the
fantastic research you're invahned with.
Congratulations to the following 3
individuals taking 1st 2nd and 3rd place:

First: Marta Hita Hemandez, PhD - CU
Anschutz

Second: Thiwei Sun, MD - CU Anschutz
Third: Thomas Cardaci, PhD - Colorado State

Judging was conducted by the NORC
Executive Committee and based on
Appearance, Content, Impact, Technical
KEnowiedge and Oral Presentation.

Thank you, also, to our speakers this year:
Monica Jolle Perez PhD, Kate Lyden PhD,
Kathleen Gavin, PhD, Jill Chang, MD,
Matthew Olm, PhD, Stephanie Gilley, MD,
PhO. Emily Hill, PhD, RON, Bryan Bergman,
PhD.

We appreciate you bringing your research
and work to the Colarado MORC which hefps
us 'with our mission to advance the science
of nutrition and obesity by facilitating
interdisciplinary, collaborative, translational
research.

We're looking forward to sesing everyone
again next year!

If you attended the retreat and have not
already done 50, please provide your
feedback 50 we continue to improve our
events. Thank you!

Feedback Survey




2025 NORC Awards:
Call for Nominations

The 20235 Annual NORC Award
Mominations are now open! Mominations
are accepted via the Surveybonkey links
for each category from any faculty, trainee,
or staff member who is affiliated with the
Colorado NORC.

Click on each category to complete a
nomination of see the 2025 NORC Awards
Program for more details and links. This is
your chance to acknowledge the fantastic
people we have in the NORC research basa!

Award Categories include Outstanding:

Deadline for nominations is 1073172025

Awards will be announced/given at the
annual AHWC/MNORC Employee Appreciation
event, being held on December 4th, 2025.
More details to come on this event socn
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CIT IMPACT Pilot Awards

-
¥y Mutrition Obesity Research Center (NORC)

d Clinical Intervention and Translation (CIT)
ACT Core IMPACT: Implementation Pilot Awards

M

for Clinical Translation

The WORC Clinical Intervention and Translation (CIT) Core Dissemination & Implementation
(D& Pilot Award eims to enhance NORC interventional research by adding expertize and
outcomes in DEl science. Scientific discovery and its translation to the clinic and and the public
increasingly require interdisciplinary collaboration between researchers with interventional and
D&l expertize, & well as patient partners, to tailor interventions to the target audience and,
thereby, maximize the uptake, effects, and sustainability of any intervention.

Thiz RFA seeks to support collaborations between NORC members with ongoing or new
intervention studies related to nutrition or cbesity and experts in D&l science and the services
offered by the Adult & Child Canter for Outcomes Research & Delivery Science (ACCORDS) and
CU Denver Evaluation Center.

Applications Due: December 11th, 2023
Motification of Award: February 20th, 2026
12-month funding period beings: March 1st 2026




Is there someone working
n the area of obesity or

L 5 i
\ nutrition that you'd like to
} sea speak on campus?
r ] Yiou can nominate them far

NORC sponsorship.

NORC Partners

Thank you to all of our partners for pour
colfaboration and support

Anschutz Heslth & Wellnese Center

TAHWC)

Anschutz Medical Campus

Deptof Orthopedics:

- Division of Endocrinology

Dept of Pediatrics, Section of Mutriticn

Barbara Davis Center (BOC)
- Centers on Aging [Cof)

Centers for American Indizn & Alaska

Mative Haalth (CAIANHY

- Coloredo Clinical Transkation Sc

Institute (CCTSI)
LEAD Center

- Ludeman Center for Women's Health

Research

Office of Laboratory Animal Research

{OLAR)

Perinatal Research Center

Center {WCCC)
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